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| /ncere Affection 10 
n ˙Kin and Coun 
„, las put me up- 
on giving the Publick 
— , neu, Edition 6 

this Treatiſe, in 

which (if 1 may uſe the Ex- 
preſſion) every Subject may hear 

his Duty to his Sovereign, ſup- 
ported by ſuch undeniable Ar- 
guments, drawn from Revelati- 

on and Hiſtory; as will tend 10 
make him a good Subect to the 
belt of Kings. Tho it has gone 
=” T through 


% % | „ 8 . q 


3 3 Ediliaus, yet this 
ſeems wanting, that a Treatiſe 
Wrote by ſo maler a Hand ten- 
ding to ſo much good, may nevver 
be forgot as long as we have a 
King on the Throne. Theſe ave 
the hearty Wiſhes of, 


N 
Your Humble Servant; 


Nathaniel Booth. 
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GOD 41 KING: 


OR, A 


DIALOGUE, 


- SHEWING 


That our Sovereign Lord KinG 
7 AMES, being immediate un- 
der G OD within his Domini- 
ons, doth rightfully claim what- 
ſoever is required by the Oath of 
Allegiance. 


Theoclidlactus. 


IOI are well met, Friend Phi- 
JV . your Countenance and 
Geſture import, that your 

8 Thoughts 8 much buſted ; 
What may be the Occaſion of theſe 

Meditations ? k 
Philalethes. Somewhar I heard this E- 
vening-Prayer from our Paſtor in his Ca- 
techiſtical Expoſitions upon the Fifth 


Commandment, * Honour thy Father ande Ed. 20. 


thy Mother: Who taught, that under 
theſe pious and reverend Appellations of 
Father and Mother, are comprized not 
only our natural Parents, but likewiſe all 

higher 


* 22 —— — — — 


— * — — 
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* Eftinh 49. 


60 D andthe KING. 
higher Powers, and eſpecially ſuch as 
have Sovereign Authority, as the Kings 
and Princes of the Earth. 

Theodidattns. Is this Doctrine ſo ſtrange 
unto you, as to make you muſe thereat ? 

Philalethes. God forbid : for I am well 
aſſured of the Truth thereof, both out 
of the Word of God, and from the Light 
of Reaſon. The ſacred Scriptures do 
ſtile Kings and Princes the * nurſing Fa- 
thers of the Church, and therefore the 
nurſing Fathers alſo of the Common- 
weale : theſe two Societies having {o mu- 
tual a Dependance, that the Welfare of 
the one is the Proſperity of the other. 

And the Evidence of Reaſon teach- 
eth, that there is a ſtronger and higher 
Bond of Duty Between Children and the 
Father of their Country, than the Fa- 
thers of private Families. Theſe procure 


the Good only of a few, and not with- 


out the Aſſiſtance and Protection of the 
other, who are the common Foſter-fa- 
thers of thouſands of Families, of whole 
Nations and Kingdoms, that they may 
live under them an honeſt and peaceable 


Life. 


There being ſo firm and near an O- 


| bligement of Subjects in Duty and Obe. 


dience unto their Prince, I could not 
but ſeriouſly meditate with my ſelf, or 
rather enter into ſome thoughtful Admi- 

26 „„ 
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ration how there ſhould be any ſo far un- 
natural and forgetful of their many Ways 
bounden and inbred Duty, as to enforce 
his moſt excellent Majeſty to ſecure him- 
ſelf of his Subjects Loyalty and Allegi- 
ance by. a ſolemn Oath. 4 
 Theodidaftus, Such is the general Pra- 
vity and Corruption of Men, that in 
moſt Kingdoms and Common-weals , 
there have ever riſen ſome ſeditious Co- 
rahs and rebellious Shebas. 2 

Philalethes. It may be upon ſome. ex- 
traordinary Provocation by the cruel 
Oppreſſions and inſolent Tryannies of 
Governours. | 


Theodidactus. Nay, frequently Me 


= 
only out of Pride or Ambition, or out 
of a blind or intemperate Zeal, or from 
the Effect of both (when they are 
checked by the Reins of Government) 
* repining Diſcontent, have ſown the 
| Tares of Sedition againſt the moſt vir- 
2}. tuous and religious Princes; and ungrate- 
fully-plotted their Ruin, even when they 
have been moſt propitious and indulgent 
towards them. | 
What Prince was ever more merciful 
and compaſſionate than King David, as 
being faſhioned and framed wholly ac- 
cording to his Heart, who is the God | 
of Mercy and Compaſſion? Yet* wick- & 2 Sam. 20. 
ed Sheba the Son of Bichri, lifted up his 
e go 
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GOD and the KING. 
Hand againſt him, and blew the Trum- 


- 


— of Schiſm and Scdition, to rend his 
- 12 


nedom from hin. | 

-- That peaceful and moderate Emperor 
Anguſtus, honoured by his Enemies for 
his princely Virtues, was aſſailed * ten 
ſeveral times by Conſpirators. Yeſpaſian, 
even compos d of Mildneſs and Clemen- 
cy b had daily Treaſons againſt him; 
and his Son Titus, for his pleaſing and a- 
miable Virtues, termed by Suetonius, the 
Love and Delight of Mankind, wanted 
not a © traiterous Cecina . 

But leaving ancient and foreign, and 
to inſtance in modern and domeſtic Ex- 
amples (as moſt powerful to perſuade, 
being freſh in our Memories ) his Ma- 
jeſty's Clemency towards the Romaniſts, 
and Papal Faction, at his happy Enter- 


ance- into this Kingdom, was rare and 


admirable z eſpecially, if we conſider their 
Diſſoyalty and ſanguinary Atrempts a- 
gainſt Queen Elizabeth, of bleſſed Me- 
mor y, only under pretence of promoting 
their Superſtition, whereunto his Ma- 
jeſty was a conſtant and profeſſed Op- 
poſite, as well as his Royal Siſter. - *' 
In the Beginning of Queen Elizaberh's | 
Reign, the, © moſt part of ſuch as were 
addicted to the Roman Superſtition, com- 


municating with us in, Divine Service, 
lived free, from all Puniſhment or Mole- 
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ſtation, and enjoyed common Favours 
and Benefits with other of her Majeſty's 
loyal Subjects. Of which their Practice, 
the Pope being advertiſed by ſome fervent 


and zealous Romaniſts, and that hereby in 
time his Adherents would by little and 


little wholly conſociate themſelves with 


our Church, and ſo all Hope would be loſt 
by a Home- party, of reducing this King- 
dom unto his Subjection, out of which 
his Predeceſſors had gathered ſuch rich 
Treaſures. Pius Quintus to prevent ſo 
great a Damage unto the See of Rome, 
and for this purpoſe to make an open 
Schiſm between his devoted Vaſſals and 
her Majeſty's dutiful and faithful Sub- 
jects; he ſent Moreton, an Engliſh Prieſt, 


Anno Dat. 
1509. 11 Ree. 
Eli, 


Hand. Iib. de 


to declare by his papal Authority, unto %. Morar:. 


the then Earls of Northumberland and 
Weſtmorland, upon whom Multitudes of 
Popiſh People in the North were depen- 
dent, that Queen Elizabeth was an Here- 
| tick, (and therefore that they ought to 
.have no Communion with her in Civil 
Affairs, much leſs in Religious) becauſe 
by being an Heretick ſhe was fallen from 
all Dominion and Power, and they were 
not compelled to obey her Laws and 
. Commandments. . 
| Whereupon they raiſed an Army of 
four Thouſand Footmen and ſix Hun- 
dred Horſe, for the Maintenance of the 
Liberty 


VS 


* Stow in an- 
nal. 18 Elis. 
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* Hand. lib. 7. 


iſto. Fi 7 ae. 
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GOD and the KING. 
Liberty of their Conſcience, and the Re- 
formation of Religion, pretending they 
were driven to take this Enterprize in 
hand, leſt otherwiſe foreign Princes might 
take it upon them, to the great peril of 
ths Realme: Which Forces were ſoon 
vanquiſh'd, and only ſome chief Con'pi- 
rators 1eceiving condign Puniſhment for 
their Rebellion: Other Papiſts that did 
not partake in this ſeditious Commo- 


tion, (thro' the gracious Diſpoſition of 


her Majeſty ) enjoyed the ſame Liberty 
they did before. 5 | 
But Pius Quintus was neither mit:ga- 
red by her Majeſty's Clemency, nor 
daunted with the ill Succeſs of his fa- 


ctious Complices: For being informed 


that his Projects took not that Effect he 
expected, * becauſe all the Catholicks 
knew not that Queen Elixabeth was de- 
cared an Heretick; not long after he 
did publiſh a Bull, wherein out of the 
Fullneſs of his Power he denounced 
Queen Elizabeth an Heretick, and that 
ſuch as did cleave unto her, ſhould in- 


cur his Cuiſe; that the was deprived of 


all Dominion and Dignity ; that her No- 
bles and People, or any other that had 
ſworn Obedience unto her, were freed 
from this Oatb, and from all Allegiance 
and Fidelity; commanding them not to 
obey her Laws upon pain of his _ 
n 
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And that this Bull might be the more 
generally known unto Roman ſts, and 
to gain undoubted Cred:nce thereunto, 
he cauſed it to be printed at Rome, to 
be ſigned by a Publick Notary, ſealed 
with the Seal of his Court, and at length 
being ſent into England, it was faiten'd 
by one Felton, deeply plunged in the 
Roman Superſtition, upon the Gates of 
the Biſhop of London's Palace. 
And altho' theſe Papal Thunders and 
Curſes of Pius Quintus, were but as the 
t Notſe of Thorrs under the Pot, and va- + Eccl. 7. 8. 
niſned like the Vapour of Smoke: Vet 
Gregory the thirteenth immediately ſuc- 
ceeding Pius Quintus, confirmed and ra- 
tified his Bull, erected a * Co'leg? at Ann. 1558. 
Rome, gave a Penſion to another College 14 El. 
at Doway, to be Receptacles for Fugi- 
tives and diſcontented Perſons in Exglard, 
to be inſtructed in School- points of Se- 
dition (as it is manifeſt by the Books and 
Writings of their then chief Maſters and 
Oracles + Briſtow and Allen) and from + ce Prifou's 
thence to be ſecretly conveyed into this Likes, ot. 
Kingdom, to perſwade Men they were And Alle. 
bound to obey the Pope's Bulls and Defence, Eng. 
Excommunications, to renounce their Cathol. c. 4. 
Natural Allegiance unto her Maieſty, and 
take part with any domeſtical or — 
Power to dep 0 her from her regal 
Throne. 


The 
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The moſt eminent and principal Men 

of note amongſt theſe Fugitives, were the 

Jeſuites Campian and Parſons, who at the 
Commandment of Gregory the thirteenth, 

coming towards this Kingdom, deſired of 

him that the fore-named Bull of Pius 

Quintus, which himſelf alſo had eſtabliſh- 

+ Inſtruments ed, might ſo be underſtood, f As to bind 
of 1his 17177” che Queen and the Hereticks (but not 
* the Catholicks as Matters then ſtood, 
2iſts, 1580. but when there might be had a publick 
About this Execution thereof. With theſe Inſtru- 
zime * ctions they enter d England; and Saun.- 
ex if 2 ders the ſame time Ireland with an Army 
"ſal of going to from the Pope, to ſuccour the Rebel 
Proteſtant Deſmond, And as Saunders laboured by 
rx * Violence and Force of Arms to enthral 
Ying (ſaith % Mens Perſons; ſo theſe with artificial 
Apology of the and plauſible Perſuaſions to captivate their 
Ecchfiaſiical Souls; and prevailed with many, toge- 
_ 7%, ther with a refuſal of communicating with 
chief Me,” re. us in the religious Worſhip of GOD, 
fuſed to go ts to renounce their Civil Duty and Alle- 


heretical Ser- glance unto their Sovereign. 
vice, there was | 


called a Parliament in End of the ſame Year, and the Law of © 


Tewenty Pound. a Month for Recuſancy was ordained, but no capital 
Law made againſt Prieſts and their Receivers. 


And thus by the ſeditious Practices of 


| 


pou and Prieſts, this Separation of 


er Majeſty's Subjects from Divine Ser- 
vice daily encreaſing, and accompany d 
with 
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with a perilous Diſſolution of the Bond 
of her Civil Obedience : yet her Maieſty 
out of her great Moderation, and incom- 
parable Goodneſs of Nature, impeached 
none of theſe rebellious Separatiſts, ei- 
ther in their Lives, Lands, Goods or Li- 
berties: But only by a Decree in Parlia- 


ment, puniſhed them with a pecuniary 


Mulct for the time they refuſed to come 
unto the Church, and publiſhed a Pro- 
clamat ion for the Revocation of all ſuch 


as remained beyond the Seas under the 


Colour of Study, to be the Authors of 


treaſonable Attempts. 


An. Dom. 15 81. 


247 Reg. Elix. 


Where with theſe Seed- men of Sedition 


were no way ſuppreſſed, but rather did 


daily multiply, and at length grew unto 
that Height of Impicty, as to animate 
ſundry deſperate Perſons, and Sons of Be- 
lial, as Arden, * Parrie, and others of 
the ſame rank, with Hope of eternal Sa- 
vation, to lay viol:nt Hands upon her 
Majeſty's facred Perſon ; and became 
erte Agents to incite the King of 
Spain ( then entering into hoſtility with 
this Land) to invade the Realm, aſſur- 
ing him to have here a Party of Roman- 


iſts, ready to aſſiſt ſuch Power as he 


ſhou'd ſer on Land, for ſubduing of this | 


potent Kingdom. Which unchriſtian, 


and unnatural Enterprizes of fugitive E- 
ſuits, and Prieſts, covered with the Man- 
8 tle 
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tle of Zeal and Religion, enforced her 


Majeſty after much Patience, and Lon- 


ganimity, to enact by publick Autho- 
rity of Parliament: That if any Jeſuits 
or Prieſts made in Parts beyond the Seas, 
according to the Rites of the Roman 
Church, came into this Realm, they 
ſhould be adjudged Traitors, and ſuffer 
as in caſe of High Treaſon. ; 

All theſe notorious Seditions, and Re- 
bellions hatched, and produced by the 
papal Faction, and their Chieftains Je- 
ſuits, and Prieſts, out of a Zeal to in- 


duce into this Land the Idolatry of Rome ; 


and the Juſtice, and Equity of the fore- 
mentioned Laws, made by the late re- 
nowned Queen, to ſuppreſs and prevent 
them, were well known unto his moſt 
Excellent Majeſty : and therefore at his 
happy Inauguration unto this Kingdom, 
out of his own Matureneſs of Judgment, 
and grounded Perſwaſion of the Truth, 
being reſolved to tread the Steps of his 
Royal Siſter, and by the Light of the 
Goſpel, to extinguiſh the eEgyprian Dark- 
neſs of Popery, he could not but in his 

rincely Wiſdom more than conjecture, 
that the like diſloyal Attempts might be 
practiſed againſt his facred Dignity and 


Perſon by theſe Romaniſts. Notwith- 


ſtanding, out of his gracious Inclination 


unto Pity and Mercy, deſiring to con- 


quer 
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quer Evil with Goodneſs, in the begin- 
ning of his 2 he ſet at liberty all 1603. 
Jeſuits and Prieſts that were impriſoned, 3 
1 1 unto ſuch as lurked in ſecret Corners 
of the Land, he gave them leave openly 
q to profeſs themſelves to be ſuch 3 ſo that 
both by a certain Day would depart the 
Realm. And as for other recuſant Pa- 
piſts, refuſing to partake with us in the 
ſincere worſhip of God, he frees them 
from all pecuniary Mulcts impoſed upon 
them, by the Law, honoured many of 
them with Kn'ght-hood, gave them free 
Acceſs unto his Court and preſence, be- 
ſtowed equal Favours upon them, with 
their Oppoſites in Profeſſion : they were 
not provoked by any tyrannous Cruelty 
or. Oppreſſion unto any ſeditous Enter- 
riſes. | 
Phil. Surely no, but rather had juſt 
Cauſe to be truly dutiful, and loyal to 
his Majeſty, who thus d.d change deſerv- 
ed Juſtice into Mercy and Clemency. 
Theod, The Mercy indeed and Favour 
of Kings and Princes, is like a * Cloud of prov. 16.15 
latter Rain, and worketh much even up- 
on Minds not well diſpoſed. But ſome 
of theſe Romaniſts were of ſo rancorous 
Spirit, and brutiſh Ingratitude, that 
vhilſt they peaceably enjoyed the fore- 
recited Favours, they did plot a Treaſon 
barbarous for Cruelty, unmatchable in 
© 3 regard 
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regard of Example: the horrible Deſtru- 
ction by Gunpowder of the King, Queen, 


their royal Progeny, and the whole Court 
of Parliament at once. 


Phil. Did the bloody Actors of this 
monſtrous Attempt alledge no Motive or 
Reaſon thereof ? 


Theod. None, but their fanatical Zeal 


to promote the Romiſh Religion; which 


enraged Affection, out of Charity, is not 
to be ſuppoſed to be in all of that Pro- 
feſſion, and in Wiſdom to be feared leſt 
it be in ſome, ſurviving theſe Offenders : 
And therefore to diſcern the one from the 
other, the Oath of Allegiance, ( which 
hath occaſioned this our Conference) was 
principally framed. 

Phil. They that will be ſo impious as 
to lift up their Hand againſt God's an- 


nointed little fear the heinous Sin of per- 


Jury : and therefore this Oath will not 


much avail to diſcover ſuch treacherous 
Perſons, 


Theod. An Oath is a moſt ſacred Bond, 
and with a ſecret Terrour imprinted bj 


the immediate Finger of God in the ta- 


3 
72 
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king thereof, doth fo ſtraitly oblige the | 
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inmoſt Soul and Conſcience, that altho* | 


many Men be obdurate unto other grie- 


vous Sins: yet they will be tender and 
ſenſible of the Violation of an Oath Ve- 


ry often (ſaith St. Auguſtine) Men pro- 
„ © WRT | 
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] voke their Wives whom they ſuſpect to 


be adulterous to clear themſelves by an 
Oath, which they would not do, un- 
leſs they did believe that thoſe which 
fear not Adultery may fear Perjury : for 
indeed ( ſaith he) ſome unchaſt Women 


which have not fcared to deceive their 


Husbands by Wantonneſs, have been a- 
fraid to uſe GOD unto them as a Wit- 
neſs of their Chaſtity. In the marital 
Conjunction of the Husband and Wife, 
there is a lively Reſemblance of the Ob- 
ligation of Subjects in civil Allegiance 
unto their Prince : for as the coupling of 


the Wife unto the Husband in dutiful 
Obedience, ſo of Subjects unto their 


Prince in Loyalty and F delity is a very 
ar& and near Union: and as * the Has- 
band is the Head of the Wife, ſo is the 
Prince of his Subjects. As therefore Ex- 
perience in the Dos of St. Aaguſtine 
taught, that Wives did rather dread wilful 
Perjury, than Undutifulneſs towards 
their Husbands, fo it is now to be pre 
ſumed, that many Subjects will abhor 
the ſame crying Sin more than Diſobe- 
dience. 

Phil. But is there any Example: in for- 
mer Ages of the like Oath for the try - 


ing of the Loya'ty of the Subjects unto 
their Sovereign? . 


Tro. 
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Theod, About a thouſand Years ſince, 
the ſame Oath in ſubſtance was uſed in 


Spain, and ratified by the Canons of di- 
vers famous Councils of Toledo for 


whereas there was a general Report, that 
there was ſuch Perfidiouſneſs in the Minds 
of many People of divers Nations, that 
they made no Conſcience of keeping 
their Oaths and Fidelity, that they had 
{worn unto their Kings, but did deſem- 
ble a Profeſſion of Fidelity in their 
Mouths ( like unto equivocating Papiſts) 
when they held an impious Perfidiouſne!s 
in their Hearts: the fourth Council of 
* Toledo decreed ( as alſo other Councils 
held in the ſame City) that + whoſoever 
of us, or of all the People through all 
Spain, ſhall go about by any means of 
Conſpiracy or Practice, to violate the 
Oath of his Fidelity, which he hath ta- 
ken for the Preſervation of his Country 
or of the King's Life ; or who ſhall 
attempt to lay violent Hands upon the 
King, or to deprive him of his kingly 


Power, or by tyrannical Preſumption u- 


ſurp the Sovereignty of the Kingdom, let 
him be accurſed in the Sight of God the 


Father, and of his Angels; and let him 
be made and declared a ow a4 from the 


e hath pro- 
faned with his Perjury. 


Phil. Hath 
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Phil. Hath this Oath any Agrcement 
and Correſpondence with the Oath of 
Allegiance unto the King's Majeſty? 

Theod. Almoſt in every Point and 
Circumſtance, as you will eaſily perceive, 


if J ſhall but read the Oath of Alleg:ance . 


unto you out of this Book which I have 
in my Hand : for the Tenor hereof 1s 
thus, word for word. 


cc 1 A. B. do truly and ſincerely ac- 

ce knowledge, profeis, teſtify, and 
ec declare, in my Conſcience, before 
& God and the World, that our Sove- 
c reign Lord King FAMES is law- 
& ful and rightful King of this Realm, 
c and of all other his Majeſty's Domi- 
&« nions and Countries; and that rhe 
c Pope neither of himſelf, nor by any 
% Authority by the Church or See of 
«© Rome, or by any other means with 


© any other, hath any Power or Autho- 


&« rity, to depoſe the King, or to diſ- 


e poſe any of his Majeſty's Kingdoms 


* or Dominions; or to authorize any 
« foreign Prince to invade or annoy 
6 him or his Countries, or to diſchaige 
« any of his Subjects of their Allegiance 
and Obedience to his Majeſty, or to 
« give Licence or Leave to any of them 
«© to bear Arms, raiſe Tumults, or to 
« offer any Violence or Hurt to his Ma- 


ec jeſty 's 
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jeſty's royal Perſon, State, or Govern- 
ment, or to any of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects within his Majeſty's Dominions. 
« Alfo I do ſwear from my Heart, 
that notwithſtanding any Declaration, 
or Seritence of Excommunication, or 
Dcepr.vation, made, or granted to be 
made, or granted by the Pope, or 
his Succeſſors, or by any Authority, 
derived, or pretended to be derived 
from him, or bis See, againſt the 
ſaid King, his Heirs or Succeſſors, or 
any Abſolution of the ſaid Subjects 
from their Obedience : I will bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to his Maje- 
ſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, and him 
and them will defend to the uttermoſt 
of my Power, againſt all Conſpiracies 
and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall 
be made againſt his or their Perſons, 
their Crown and Dignity, by reaſon 
or colour of any ſuch Sentence, or 
Declaration, or otherwiſe ; and will 
do my beſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and 
make known unto his Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Succeſſors, all Treaſons, or 
traiterous Conſpiracies, which I ſhall 
know or hear of, to be againſt him 
or any of them. 
& And I do further ſwear, that I do 
from my Heart abhor, deteſt and ab- 
jure as impious and heretical, this 
« damna- 
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et damnable Doctrine and Poſition; That 
& Princes which be excommunicated or 
« deprived by the Pope, may be depo- 


« ſed or mutrthered by their Subjects, 


ce or any other whatloever. 

« And I do believe, and in my Con- 
« ſcience am reſolved, that neither the 
« Pope, nor any Perſon whatſoever, 
“ hath Power to abſolve me of this 
6 Oath, or any Part thereof, which I 
ce acknowledge by good and full Autho- 
« rity to be lawfully miniſtred uato 
c me, and do renounce all Pardons, and 
« Diſpenſations to the contrary. And 
ce all theſe things I do plainly, and ſin- 
ce cerely acknowledge and ſwear, accor- 
ce ding to theſe expreſs Words by me 
ce ſpoken, and according to the plain and 
c common Senſe, and Underſtanding 
e of the ſame Words, without any Equi- 
© vocation, or mental Evaſion, or ſecret 
& Reſervation whatſoever. And I do 


« make this Recognition, and Acknow- 


« ledgment heartily, willingly, and truly 
ce upon the true Faith of a Chriſtian. So 
«© help me GOD. 


Phil. There is indeed between this 
Oath, and the former, eſtabliſhed by the 


Councils of Toledo, a perfect Harmony, 


if we reſpect the Subſtance of the matter 
in them, ſave that the former Oath is 
| | D more 


of 


I8 
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more general, and conciſe: the latter more 
diffuſe and particular. And therefore 1 
would entreat you for my more clear 
and diſtinct Apprehenſion thereof, to 
reſolve it into the ſeveral -Heads and Bran- 
ches of which it doth conſiſt. 

Theo. I ſhall preſently give you Sa- 
tis faction herein. In an Oath, there is 
the Matter or Truth which we ſwear, 
or the Form and Manner how we are 


to ſwear. The Manner of taking this 


Jerem. 4. 2. 


* Socrat. Hiſt. 
lib.1. cap. 25. 
Nicehh. Hi}. 
4 5. 


5 dor. Hiſpal. 
| — «5 
*S-nten. lib. 1. 
„„ | 
Berg. de inter. 
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Oath, is to ſwear plainly, ſincerely, and 
without all Equivocation, mental reſer- 
vation, or ſecret Interpretation, in Juſtice, 
Fad, ment, and Truth: otherwiſe than 
that infamous * Heretique Arius ſwore, 
who being demanded by the Emperour, 
whether he would ſubſcribe unto the Ni- 
cene Faith, which condemned his Here- 
ſy denying the Godhead of Chriſt; he 
ſorthwith yielded hereunto: and being 
further required by the Emperor ( ſuſ- 
ecting his Diſſimulation) to ſwear un- 
to the ſame faith: he writ his own he- 
retical Confeſſion, ſubſcribed it, hid it 
in his Boſom: and then having a mental 
Relatton unto this Confeſſion, be took an 
Oath, that he had truly, and from his heart 
ſubſcribed. In which perfidious Action, 
the wretched Heretick was either igno- 
rant, or wiltully forgetful, that by * what - 
ſoever Art of Words any Man ſweareth, 
yet 
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yet God who is the Witneſs of the Con- 


ſcience, accepteth it, as he doth to whom 
the Oath 1s made. | 

The Matter or main ſubject of this 
Oath, which is the principal thing where- 
of I conceive you deſire to have a more 
diſtinct and full Underſtanding, may 
to this purpoſe be reſolved into theſe en- 
ſuing Aſſertions. 


1. Our Sovereign Lord Xing 7A MES 
is the lawful King of this Kingdom, and 


and Conntries. 


nor by any other Authority of the Charch, 
or of the See of Rome, nor by any other 
Means, with any others Help, can de- 
poſe his Majeſty. 

3. The Pope cannot diſpoſe of any of his Ma- 

: 579 's Kingdoms and Dominions. 

4. The Pope cannot give Authority to any 

| foreign Prince to invade his Domivions. 

5. The Pope cannot diſcharge his Subjects of 
their Allegiance unto his Majeſty. 

6. The Pope cannot give Licence to one, or 
more of his Subjects to bear Arms againſt 
Him. | 

7. The Pope cannot give leave to any of his 
Suvjetts, to offer violence unto his royal 
Perſon, or to his Goverument, or to any 


F bis Majeſty's Subjetts. 
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of all other his Majeſty's Dominions and 


2. The Pope neither by his own Authority, 
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8. Although the Pope ſhall by Sentence ex- 
communicate, or depoſe his Majeſty, or 
abſolve his Subjects from their Obe- 
dience, notwithſtanding they are to bear 
Faith and true Allegiance unto his Ma- 
efty. | 

9. If the Pope ſhall by Sentence excom- 

mun cate or depoſe his Majeſty : neverthe- 

| theleſs his Subjects are bound to defend 
his Perſon and Crown againſt all Attempts 
and Conſpiracies whatſoever. 

10. If the Pope ſhall give out any Sentence 
of Excommunication, or Deprivation a- 
gainſt his Majeſty; notwithſtanding his 
Subjects are bound to rqueal all Conſpira- 
cies, and Treaſons againſt his Majeſty, 
which ſhall come to thtir Hearing and 
Knowledge. = = 

11. II is heretical and deteſtable to hold, that = 

Princes being Excommunicate by the Pope, 
may be depoſed or murthered by their 
Subjects, or any other. 5 

12. The Pope hath not Power to abſolve 
his Mnjeſty's Subjects from their Qath 
of Allegiances or any part thereof. 


Philalethes. By thee Aſſertions thus 
diſtmckly propoſed, I confeſs I do con- 
ceive the principal Contents of the Oath } 
more clearly than before: But I would 
not only have a full and chorough Ap- 
prchenſion of this Oath, but likewiſe 
upon 
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upon any Occaſion, for the more ex- 
pedite Performance of my Duty unto 
his excellent Majeſty, readily remem- 
ber ir, which I ſhall be the ber a- 
ble to do, if you would be plea ed to 
reduce this Multiplicity of Aſſertions 
unto ſome fewer Heads. 
Theod, This may eaſily be accom- 
pliſhed. There are two ſpecial Grounds, Hæ juramen- 


or Foundations of true Soveraigtity in . e 
[aunt 910d Jaco- 


our gracious Lord the King. The one 518 ft ligiti- 


that receiving his Authority only from ;; Rex Arg- 


God, he hath no Superior to puniſh or %, Seti, 


Hibernie, &. 
Beca. Controv. 
Angl. c. 3. 


chaſtize him but God alone. The other, 
that the Bond of his Subjects in Obedi- 
ence unto his ſacred Majeſty is inviolable, 
and cannot be diſſolved. Theſe two ge- 6 
neral Heads ( preſuppoſing the undoubted 
Truth of the firſt aſſertion, [Our Sove- 
reign Lord King JAMES is the law- 
ful King of this Kingdom, and all o- 
ther his Dominions and Countries] becauſe 
the moſt * ſeditious Impugners of his Ma- * Every Eng- 
jefty's Crown and Dignity freely acknow- 4 Catholick 
ledge it) compriſe all the other Aſſertions, 9 ee 
as even now I ſeverally propoſed them be his Sake 
out of the Oath of Allegiance. 5 awful Ring. 
ä | Parſons, in his 
Judgment of the Apology. Part 1. Numb.2 2. 
For to begin then with the firſt Head, 
ſeeing that when God would denounce 
his moſt heavy Judgments againſt wicked 
fu Kings 
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Kings that tranſgreſſed his Law, asagainſt 


Saul, and Rehoboham, he threatneth them 
with renting their Kingdoms from them, 
and nuking their Houſes deſolate: the 
depoling of a King, the diſpoſing of his 
Pominions, unto another, the hoſtile in- 
vad:ng of his Countries, muſt needs be a 
grievous chaſtiſement; And therefore if 


his Majeſty hath no Superior beſide God 


to puniſh him, the Pope as his Superi- 


our cannot by any means whatſo:ver de- 
poſe him, diſpoſe of his Dominions, in- 
vade his Countries; which is the effect 
and Subſtance of the ſecond, third, and 
fourth Aſſertions. | 


Phil. Doth the ſame general ground 


of his Majeſty's King:y Soveraignty com- 


prehend the reſt of the Aſſertions. | 

Theod. No, for they are all contained 
within the Limits of the ſecond Principle 
of Royal Soveraignty: that the Bond of 
the King's Subjects in Obedience unto his 
Majclty is inviolable and cannot be diſſol- 
ved. This will be evident unto you by 
a compendious Recital of the chief Parts, 
and duties of Allegiance from a Subject 
to his Prince. And we cannot learn theſe 
Duties from a better Maſter than God 
himſelf, who hath fo exactly taught them 


in his facred Word. 


The 
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The general Duty which God en- 
joineth upon all Men, to eſchew Evil 
and do Good, is diffuſed through the 
particular Duties of every Man; whe- 
ther it be the Duty of a Servant unto his 
Maſter, of a Son unto his Father, or of 
a Subject unto his Prince. And in the 
Allegiance of a Subject unto his Sove- 
reign, the Evil he is to eſchew, is Evil 
in action, for he his not to touch him 
with any hurtful Touch, nor to ſfrerch 
out his Hand againſt his ſacred Perſon, 
nor ſo much as to affright, or diſgrace 
him by cutting the lap of his Garment : 
Evil in Words, for he is not to curſe 
his Ruler Evil in Cogitations, for he 


is not to curſe the King in his Thought. 


So likewiſe the Good which he is to 
do out of Obedience. unto his Prince, 
is indeed, by paying Tribute unto him 
for his Regal ſupport, by fighting his Bat- 
tels with Foab, adventuring his life with 
David, to vanquiſh his Enemies: in 
Speech, by revealing with religious Mor- 


decai the treaſonable Deſignments of Bi- 
gan, and Tereſh, by pouring out Prayers 


and Supplications for his Welfare: in 
Thought, by eſteeming, and honouring 
him from the heart, and out of Conſci- 


ence, as the anointed of the Lord, God's 


holy Ordinance, and Miniſter, and 28 4 
God upon Earth : tor this is to obey him for 
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the Lord's ſake, to fear God, and honour 
the King : when we fear God by whom 
the King reigneth, and his Throne is eſta- 
bliſhed. Now if the Subjects of our 
Sovereign out of their Allegiance unto 
his Majeſty, are not to lay violent hands 
upon his ſacred Perſon, but to ſuccour 
and defend him even with the Hazzard 
of their Lives: not to curſe him with their 
Tongues; but to bleſs him by Prayers 
and Supplications, and preſerve him by 
diſcovering all Attempts againſt his Life 
and dignity : not to harbour in their 
Souls any evil Thought of him; but from 
their Heart to honour him as God's Vice- 
gerent here upon Earth: and the Bond 
of this Allegiance (as the ſecond Ground 
of Kingly Sovereignty averrerh ) is in- 
violable, and cannot by any means be diſ- 
ſolved: then although the Pope doth ar- 
rogantly preſume to diſcharge them from 
their Allegiance unto his Majeſty, to ab- 
ſolve them from their Oaths of obedience, 
to give licence unto them to bear Arms 
againſt him, and offer Violence unto his 


Perſon, to excommunicate and depoſe his | 


Majeſty ; ail theſe impious and irreligious 
Practices are in vain, and notwithſtanding, 
they are not to depoſe, or murther his 
Majeſty, or any way to offer Violence 
unto his ſacred Perſon, Crown and Dig- 
nity; but to defend him againſt all Con- 

| ſpiracies, 
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| ſpiracies, to reveal all Treaſons againſt 


his Majeſty, and bear unto him Faith 


and true Allegiance. 


Phil. T do now fully conceive how 
the two Props and Pillars of ſupreme 
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Authority in his excellent Majeſty, which 


you have propoſed, do briefly and as it 
were by way of Epitome, compriſe all 
the chief and material Points of the Oath : 


and although I am moſt aſſured in my 


Conſcience of their firmeneſs and immove- 
able ſtability in the truth ; yer to be the 
more enabled ſor the juſtifying of them 


-unto others, I would requeſt you ro 


ſhew how theſe Pillars are ſupported, and 
upon what Foundations they are built. 


Theod, Hereunto I do willingly con- 


deſcend, and I will firſt diſcover unto © 


you the Foundations of the firſt Prop, 
or Pillar ; Our Sovereign Lord King 
JAM Es receiving his Authority only 
from God, hath no Superiour to cha- 
ſtiſe and puniſh him but God alone. 


The ancient Practice of this King- 


dom is clear for this Truth: Bracton * 
twenty years Chief Juſtice under Henry 


* Ball. 


the Third, in his * Cuſtoms of England. 3 | 


ſaith there are under the King Freemen, 
and Servants are ſubject unto his Power, 
as allo whatſoever is under him; and he 
himſelf is ſubject to no Man, but only 
unto God. And again: if there be any 
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Offence committed by him, foraſmuch 
2s there is no brief to enforce or con- 
ſtrain him, there may be ſupplication 
made that he would correct, and mend 
his Fault: which if he ſhall not do; it 
is abundantly ſufficient Puniſhment for 
him that he is to expet God a Reven- 
ger, for no Man may preſume * judici- 
ally to examin his Doings, much leſs to 
oppoſe them by Force and Violence. 
And this 1s no other Kingly Sovereignty 
than God himſelf hath given unto his 
Majeſty, I counſel thee ( faith God by 
the Mouth of Solomon ) to keep the Kings 


Commanament, and that in regard of 


the Oath of God; be not haſty to go 
out of his ſight, ſtand not in an evil 


thing for he doth whatſoever pleaſeth 


him. Where the Word of a King is, 
there is Power, and who may ſay unto 
him what doſt thou? An evident teſti- 
mony that as Kings are ſubje& unto God, 
whom Me are to obey rather than men, 
ſo they are ſubject only unto God, and 


have no mortal Man their Superior, who 


may require of them an Account of their 


Doings, and puniſh them by any judici- 
al ſentence. | 


And this divine verity was not only 
taught by Solomon, but likewiſe by his 


Father David; who out of a Conſide- 
ration of the Eminency of this Regal 
Authority, 
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Authority, ſubje& only unto the ſevere 
judgment of God, powreth out before 
him this penitent Confeſſion : Againſt 
thee, againſt thee only have I ſinned. A. 
gainſt thee only: for he was a King ( faith 
Ambroſe *) not bound unto Law, becauſe 
Kings are free from the Bond of Crimes, 
and are not called unto Punithment by 
any law, being fate by the Power of 
Command : therefore David ſinned not 
againſt Man, unto whom he was not ob- 
noxious, in regard of puniſhment; but 
of admonition only, and Reproof, ut- 
tered in the Name, and by the Authority 
of God himſelf. | 
Hereupon the Prophet Mathan havin 

uſed this Preface (Thus ſaith the Lord) 
Admoniſbed Ning David, that he 
expiate his ſin by Repentance, but he 
gave no ſentence againſt him whereb 
according to the Lau he might be ad- 
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judged unto Death, For if Nathan had 2 Sam. 12. 


given any ſuch. Sentence againſt David, 
he ſhould have had power to deprive him 
of his Life, and ſo of that which he en- 
joyed by his Life, his Regal Authority, 
which God only can take away from 
Princes, becauſe he alone beſtoweth it 
upon them, 

For from whence have they received 
their Soveraignty to be here upon earth 
as Gods over Men; God himſelf anſwer- 
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eth, 7(andnotany Creature whatſoever) 
have ſaid ye are Gods; and as by my 
Word the World was made, ſo are ye 
appointed by the fame Word to rule 
the World. Who hath given unto them 
their Kingdoms? the moſt high, he ru- 
leth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth 
it to whomſoever he will, What Power 
hath ſeared rhem in their Thrones; The 
Power of the Almighty, Reges (as the 


vulgar Tranſlation readeth it) collocat in 


ſelio, he placerh Kings in the Throne. 
And by whom do they ſway their ſcep- 
rers, and govern their Kingdoms? By 
God's ſpecial Authority: By me (faith 
God himfelf ) do Kings reign, and decree 
juſtice, by his immediate Power who 1s 
Lord and King of all the earth. And to 
deſcend unto Particulars, doth not God 
by the Mouth of his Prophet Nathan 
tell David: ] anointed thee King over 1/- 
racl ? Doth not Solomon acknowledg, that 
the Lord hath eſtabliſhed him, and ſet him 
on the throne of his father David; was it 
not the Saying of the Prophet Abija 
in the Perſon of God unto 


Princes, but all things elſe proper unto 


Teroboam, I | 
will give the Kingdom unto thee Neither | 
the Kingdom only, and the Power of | 


L 


them are after a peculiar manner Gods. 
Their Crows their Anointing, their Scep- i 
ter, and throne are God's, and their Per- 

| ſons 
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) | fſonsadorned with all theſe, are fo divine 

y and facred, that they themſelves are the : 
e Angels of God, and Sons of the moſt high. 2 Sm. 14. 
= i Phil. If the Perſons of Princes are “ 82. 
m ſo ſacred, and their Authority is thus 

- Y wholly from God, how is it faid in the 

h | holy Scriptures that ſome of the Kings 

er even now mentioned were made by the 

1C People, and fo received their Regal Pow- 

e er from them, and by their Election? 15 

in it not ſaid of Saul, that all the people 1 Sam. 11. 
e. went to Gilgal and there made him King 15 
p- before the Lord? Of David, the Men 

Y of Fadah anointed David King of Judah, 2 Sam. 5. 
th rhe Elders of Iſrael anointed David King 

ce der [Ilrael. | 

is Theod, Zadock the Prieſt and Nathan 1 King. f. 
to | the Prophet anointed Solomon King, and 

d | the Lord alſo anointed him, otherwiſz 

an he had not been the Lord's anointed, but 

ſs 7 the anointed of Zadock and Nathan. 

at || The Lord anointed Solomon as Maſter 

im | of the Subſtance, and gave unto him Re- 


gal Power; Zadock and Nathan anointed | 

Solomon, as Maſter of the Ceremony, 

and declared that God had given unto | 

him this Power, for outward union 

doth not confer upon Kings their Au- 

thority, (when without it Cyrus, and pt ,- | 

before the uſe thereof ſome of the Patri- | 
f 8 „ „„ = 

archs over their Families were the anoin- 

ted of the Lord ;) but it is a ſign — 
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GOD and the. KING. 


of Sovereignty, becauſe if we pour Oyl 
into the ſame Veſſel with any other Li- 
quor, 1t will be alway uppermoſt, 

The Elders then of Judah and Iſrael 
anointing David King, did manifeſt him 
to be their King; but did not give un- 
to him the Right unto his Kingdom, 


this was only from the Lord's appointing . 


In like manner Saul firſt anointed b 
the Lord to be Captain over his Inheritance, 
upon the Petition of the People fer 4 King 
over them by the Lord, and choſen imme- 
diately by God to be a King, as Ma- 
thias was to be an Apoſtle by caſting 
lots; God made him King; he only gave 
unto him kingly power, and not the 
People; who notwithſtanding after all 
this, are ſaid to & make him King by appro- 
ving him as made by God, and recei- 
ving him into the Poſſeſſion of his King- 


tertiæ conju- dom to exerciſe his Regal Authority, 


gationis, quod whom the 


cum efferat au- 
Flicem act 10- 
em, proprie 
fg 7 ific al Facc- 
re regnare 3 & 
remnare eff re- 
SIGN EXENCOTC 


Poi (bat Ei; 


gaaſi diccret, 
fecerunt, ut 
regiam poteſta 
tem exerceret: 
Jeſuita P ineda, 


Son of Belial had rejected. 
The People then made Saul King, not by 
giving unto him the Right of his King- 
dom, but by putting him into the Poſſ- 
eſſion of his Kingdom, to reign over 
them : for the Jews by God's ſpecial 
Commandment being to make ſuch a one 
King, 2uhom their Lord God had choſen, 
unto whom their Lord God had given 


Regal Authority ; from their Lord God, 
and 


110. 1. cap. 2. 
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and not from themſelves; from Heaven 
and not from Earth, was the Sovereignty 
of their Princes. | 

For as in the ſpiritual Graces which 
God mercifully beſtoweth upon the Faith- 
ful, neither the outward Miniſtery of 
Paul in planting nor of Apollo in Wa- 
tering is any thing, but God giveth 
the encreaſe : So in the Civil Power which 
God vouchſafeth unto Princes, the Peo- 


ple are not any thing in regard of giving 


this Authority but God only is the free 
Donor thereof. | | 

Phil. Although the Power of Prin- 
ces is not from the People ; yet is it of- 
ten derived unto them from their noble 
Progenitors by Succeſſion, or obtained 
through their own Proweſs; and by law- 
ful Conqueſt : how then is it only and 
Immediately from God; 

Theod, Succeſſion and lawful Conqueſt, 
are Titles whereby Princes receive their 
Authority, they are not the Original 
and immediate Fountain of this authori- 
ty. Heat, Moiſture, Cold, drineſs, and 
our Temper ariſing from them, ( whiles 
we are miraculouſly faſhioned in our Mo- 
thers Womb) are Preparations whereby 
our Bodies are made fit receptacles for 
our Souls; hut the Creator of our foul 


is God: So Princes have juſt Claim un- 
to their Sovereign Power by the Titles 
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of Succeſſion and Conqueſt; but the prime 
Author of their Power is God. Inde illis eſt 
poteſtas ( ſaith Tertullian) unde Spiritus: 
thence have they their Power whence 
their Spirit, And before him Irenexs - 
Cujus juſſu naſcuntur homines, ejus juſſu 
conſtituuntur principes: By whole Ap- 
pointment they are born Men, and made 
reaſonable Creatures, ( and that 1s by God 


only, who infuſeth into them their Soul 


by creating it) by his Appointment are 
they made Princes. And as they receive 
their Power only from God, ſo for 
the good or evil Adminiſtration thereof, 
they are accountable only unto God, as 
unto their Superiour, and not unto any 
mortal Creature. God only maketh them 
Kings, and God only can unmake them, 
and deject them from their Thrones. = 

Phil, Were not the Prieſts amongſt 
the Jews Superiors unto their Kings, to 
judge and dethrone them, if they were 
delinquent? _ 

Theod. No, rather Prieſts were ſubject 
unto Kings, and puniſhed by them for 
their Offences. Abimelec the Prieſt ac- 


| knowledged himſelf King Saul's ſervant. 


Let not the King impute an thing unto his 


ſervant, ſaith Abimeleck, ſpeaking of him- 


ſelf. And again unto King Saul: thy Ser- 
vant knew nothing of this. And left it might 
be thought that theſe Words wee uttered 


by 
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by a timerous Spirit, unto Saul a Ty- 
rant; David a religious Prince calleth 
Zadokh the Prieſt his Servant. Neither 
was Solomon behind David his Father in 
the Knowledge of his Sovereign Au- 
thority over Prieſts, when he depoſed A. 
biathar the high Prieſt, and placed Zadok 
in his room. | 
Phil. Indeed the Text faith : Solomon 


33 
1 King. 1. 
1 King. 2. 


1 King 2. 


caſt out Abiathar from being a Prieſt 


unto the Lord: but ſome attribute this 
Fact of depoſition unto Solomon as he was 
a Prophet: becauſe it immediately follow- 
eth in the ſame Text, that he might ful- 


fill the Words of the Lord againſt the 


Houſe of Ely. bf 


Theod, The fulfilling of this Prophecy | 


was not the Motive that excited Solo- 
mon to depoſe Abiathar, but Abiathar's 


_ Conſpiracy and Treaſon with Adoniah : 


for the Words that he might fulfill, &c. 
do not ſhew the Cau'e x Solomon did 


caſt out Abiathar, but the Conſequent of 


1 Kan e. 1. 
2. 


this Fact, which was foretold by a Pro- 


phet, but not accompiiſhed by Solomon 


as a Prophet. Men forete things to come 
as Prophets: they do not put the Things 
foretold in execution as Prophets: for 


then the Soldiers were Prophets caſting John 19. 


Lots upon Chriſt's Garment, that the 


Scripture might be fulfilled ; Herod was Matth. 2. 


a Prophet fulfilling the Prophecy of 7e- 
„„ 
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GOD and the KING. 
remy, by murthering the Innocents, and 
many other Inſtances might be given in 
this Kind, which I paſs over, becauſe 
the main Point which occaſioneth the 
producing of them, the Subjection of 
Prieſts among the Fews unto their Kings, 
is ingenuouſly acknowledged by ſome of 
the Jeſuits. In the old Teſtament (faith 
one of the firſt and chiefeſt of that ſe- 
ditious Order )ander the Law of Nature, 
or of Moſes, Prieſts were ſubjett unto 
Kings. | 

Phil. I have heard of other Romaniſts 
that have exalted the Jewiſh High Prieſts 
above the Thrones of Kings, and that 


do alledge unto this purpoſe ſome par- 


2 Chro. 26. 
Allen d, fen. 
ug. Cath. 


cap. 5. 


Allen ibid. 


Bei 13. 


* AIthoritate 
regnandi. Bel. 
Pont. Rom. c. 
8. 
2 King. 11. 

* Fyveret cu l- 
tum Baal. Bel- 
larm. lib. 5. de 
Pont. c. 8. 


ticular Examples: As of the high Prieſt 
Azaria, who with fourſcore other Prieſts, 
wvaliantly aſſailed King Oziah ſtroaken 
with the Leproſy, for burning Incenſe 
unto the Lord; did thruſt him by force 
out of the Temple; according to the 
Levitical Law againſt Lepers, conſtrained 
him to go out of the City, and deprived 
him of his Kingly Authority. Of TJe- 
hoida, who being chief Prieſt, cauſed 
Queen Athalia ro be ſlain, becauſe ſhe 
* maintained the idolatrons Worſhip of Baal 
and made Joas king in her ſtead. 
Theod. Theſe Facts of Azaria and 
Fehoida, if they were ſincerely related 
out of the Book of God, they would 
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make little for the Superiority of Prieſts 

over Kings: for firſt, the Scriprure faith 

not that Azaria violently aſſailed Oziah, 

or did by force thruſt him out of the 

Temple: he was compelled (without any 2 Chro. 26. 
Force from Azaria) by the immediate I 
Hand of God, ſtriking him with Le- 

proſy, to go out thence. And when. 

it is ſaid Acaria the chief Prieſt, with 49: 
others, cauſed Oziah haſtily to depart Re 
from the Temple, this (as * Foſephus doth * 3 
teſtify) was only by Words and Ad- Jon OE | 
monition. And + Chry/oftom giveth the 07tean doth 
reaſon, For the Office of a Prieſt is oom upon 
only to reprove, and freely to admonith, „ 13 pee 
not to move Arms, nor to uſe Buck- e en 
lers, nor to ſhake a Launce, neither to /eprojſum ad fe 
bend a Bow, nor to ſhoot forth Darts, e «gredien- 


N ln THONECNT. 
oy only to argue and freely to admo + Do as. 1. 
NIN. | jaie. vid. don. 


Neither did Axaria deprive Oxiah of 1. 4 

his Kingly Authority, which he held 

unto his Death: for he was /ixteen 1 King. 15. 

Tears old when he was made King, teign- 

ed two and fifty Tears, and dyed be- Jaſehb. lib. 

ing threeſcore and eight Years old. And 9: 4##t: cb. 

although by reaſon of his Leproſy dwel- 

ling a-part according unto the Preſcript 2 King. 15. 

of the Law, his Son Fotham was his Levit. 13. 

Vicegerent to rule the King's Honſe and 2 Chro. 26. 

the People of the Land: yet until Ozia  verle 21. 

was buried with his Fathers, Jotham reigned Ibid. ver. 23. 
EF 2 not - 


2 King. 8. 
2 King. 9. 
2 King. 11. 
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GOD and the KING. 
not in his flead, he had not the Right of 
the Kingdom. 

Phil. You have given a ſufficient 
Anſwer unto this Examp'e of Azaria ; 
but the other of Jehoida ſeemeth to have 
more Difficulty. 

Theod. In this Inſtance hkewiſe I 
ſhall, I cruſt, eaſily give you Satisfaction, 
if you will but call unto mind, firſt ; 


how Ahbazia Son of Foram and King 
of Fadah, dying, his Mother Athalia 


flew all the King's Seed ſave Foas the Son 


of Ahazia, whom Fehoſheba his Aunt, 


and Wife unto Fehoida the h gh Prieſt, 


had ſtolen. from among the King's Sons 


that ſhould be ſlain, and hid him in the 
Houſe of the Lord fix Years. 

Secondly, That Fehoida, not as high 
Prieſt, but as Joa Unkle by Marriage, 


and a Protector over him by reaſon of 


this Alliance; and not alone but with 
the Captains of Hundreds, with the Levites 
out of all Cities, and with the chief Fa. 


thers of Iſrael, brought forth Joas King 


Ahazia's Son, did put upon him the Crown, 
and declared him to be King, who was 
rightfully ſo both by the Title of Suc- 
ceſſion, and God's own ſpecial Appoint- 
mene. - | 
Thirdly, After they had thus ſeated 
Foas in his Regal Throne; by his Au- 
thority, Fehoida commanded Athalia as 2 
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bloody Uſurper of the Kingdom, to be 
ſlain: fo thar indeed Foas the true Heir 
of the Scepter of Judah, and not Fehoida 


the Prieſt, puniſhed Athalia uſurping 


the * rown. | 

Phil. I do now plainly perceive that 
ſuch as endeavour to advance the Mi- 
tre above the Crown, the Prieſthood a- 
bove Regal Power, have no Ground 
hereof in the Old Teſtament : yet per- 


. adventure out of the New Teſtament 


they may alledge ſomewhat for this pre- 


poſterous Subordinat:on. 


Theod. If Kings before the coming 
of Chriſt had ſupream Authority over 
Prieſts and all 'orts of Men within the 
Circuit of their Juriſdictions: Chriſt ſince 
hath not diminiſhed, or embaſed this So- 
vera'gnty. Audite Fudzi, & Gentes (ſaith 
Saint Auguſtin ſpeaking in the Perſon of 
his Saviour) audi circumciſio, audi præpu- 
tium, audite regua terrena, &c. Hearken ye 


Jews, hearken ye Gentiles, hearken Cir- 


cumciſion, hearken Uncircumciſion, hear 
all earthly Kingdoms; I do not hinder 
your ruling and reigning in this World, 
my Kingdom is not of this World, it is 
heavenly and ſpiritual. And therefore 
Chriſt hath not made Laws to overthrow 
Policies and States, but for the better or- 
dering and cſiabliſhing of them. 
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Is not this one of his inviolable De- 
crees promulgated by his elect Servant 
and Apoſtle S. Paul: Let every Soul be [ub 


;ject unto the Higher Powers. 


Phil. What higher Powers? 

Theod. Such as bear the Sword, to 
whom Tribute his due. And hence Aa- 
uſtin, Chryſaſtom, and almoſt al) the An- 
cients, have underſtood Paal to ipcak, 
tantum, only of ſecular Powers. 

Phil. Who are ſubject unto theſe 
higher ſecular Powers? 

Theodidact. Every Soul, although an 
Apoſtle, an Evangel ſt, a Prophet, 
whoſoever he be. This the Apoſtle 
S. Paul himſelf did teſtify in his own 
Perſon, who ſtood at Cæſar's Judg- 
ment, where (faith he) % alu , 
ought to be judged, unto whoſe Sen- 
3 out of Duty I am to ſubmit my 
elf. 

And no marvel if S. Paul acknow- 


ledged himſelf ſubject into Cæſar, hen 


his Maſter Chriſt paid unto him Tri- 
bute and confeſſed one of Cæſar's ſub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates, Pilate to have 
Power over him, and that given from 
above. | 
Our eternal High Prieſt, as Man, thus 
humbling bimſelt under the Command 
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ter alſo writeth unto his Fellow-Presbyters, 

whom he exorteth zo feed the flack of God, 

that they would ſubmit themſelves unto 

the King, as unto the Superior. 1 Pet. 2. 15. 
Phil. Theſe two Exhortations of S. 

Peter, that his Fellow- Presbyters would 

feed the Flock of God, and allo ſubmit 

themſelves unto Kings, ſeem to be re- 

pugnant one to the other; For Kings 

that have given their Names to Chriſt 

are Sheep of God's Fold, and ſo to obey Heb, 13. 

their ſpiritual Paſtors, having over- ſight 

of them. And if Kings are to obey their 

Spiritual Paſtors, how are ſpiritual Pa- 

ſtors ſubje& unto Kings? | 
Theod All the Tribes of Iſrael (and there- , g,,.. 8. 

fore the Tribe of Levi and the Prieſts) 

witneſſed that the Lord had ſaid to David, 

thou ſhalt feed my People Iſrael. And King 

David himſelf calleth them his Deep: 

Kings then are alſo Paſtors, and all with- 2 Cam. 24. 

in their Dominions, even Prieſts them 

ſelves, are Sheep of their Fold. pa map” 
Phil. This Inſtance doth not ſatisfy „„ 

the Doubt I moved, but rather doth n i; plæbem, 


ſtrengthen it: for how can Kings and % 97 proera- 


o 27 C r 3 
Prieſts be mutually : aſtors one to ans 5 g 
| 107 MONTHS 


r 2 5 
ther . : Jedi, S Hie 

Theod. After a divers Manner. A ren gi, H. 
Paſtor, or Shepherd ( faith Chryſoſtom) , A 
may with great Authority inforce his 7% 


Sheep to ſuffer the curing of their Wounds, 
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when they are not willing hereunto, and 
may compel them to keep in fertile and 
ſafe Paſtures, if they go aſtray and feed 
in barren Places. Such kind of paſtors 
by a borrowed Speech are Kings, who 
may command their Subjects by the Ter- 
rour, and Compulſion of corporal Puniſh- 
ments. But Biſhops or Prieſts ( as the 
ſame Chryſoſtom ſpeaketh) are ro move 
Men by Perſwaſion, ſpiritually to be cu- 
red, and not by offering Violence, as Lords 
over God's heritage. 

As therefore all the Faithful are to ſub- 
mit themſelves one to another, in Chriſtian 
Reproots, and Admonitions ; So Princes 
are to be obedient unto ſpiritual Paſtors, 
beſeeching them as Embaſſadours from 


Chriſt, and delivering unto them his 
heavenly Meſſage. And if Princes by 


this Meſſage learning what is acceptable 
unto God, ſhall by their Authority en- 
joyn it publickly to be embraced, they 
may inforce the ſame ſpiritual Paſtors to 
obey his Command by temporal Chaſtiſe- 
ments. 

A Prince ſailing unto ſome foreign Port 
in his own Ship and guided by his own 
Subjects, in this maritime Paſſage he ſub- 
mitteth himſelf unto the Conduct and 
Direction of the Pilot; whom notwith- 
ſtanding, if he wilfully erreth in the 
Performance of his Duty, he may ſe- 
— | verely 
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ſeverely puniſh with loſs of liberty, Goods, 
or Life: So Princes in the Church, which 
the Ancients have reſembled unto a Ship, 
walking towards the Port of Heaven, 
they are to hearken unto the meaneſt of 


God's Servants, fincerely declaring unto 


them the ſacred Will of God; yet if they 


_ ſhall publiſh rather their own Errours 


than Gods Truth, or otherwiſe offend, 
Princes may corre& and puniſh them, 
and they are patiently to obey. 

Princes then owe Obedience unto God's 
Direction uttered by his Embaſladors 
for the Salvation of their Souls, by rea- 
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ſon of which prociogs Benefit ordi- Joh. 20. 
1 


narily attending their Miniſtry, nothing 
( ſaith Ambroſe) is more excellent, no- 
again, God's Miniſters owe Obedience 
unto Princes, and are ſubject unto their 
coercive Puniſhments ; who are free from 


all Puniſhments that Man may inflict. 


In which reſpect Tertullian in the Name 
of all the Chriſtians in his Days ſaith: 
We honour the Emperor in ſuch ſort 
as is lawful for us, and expedient for 
them, as a Man next unto God, and ob- 
taining from God whatſoever he hath, 

and only inferior unto God. 
Phil. Did any other Fathers of the 
primitive Church acknowledg this emi- 
"2 nent 


De dignitat. ; 


thing more ſublime than a Biſhop. And Sacerd. cap. 3. 


Ad Scapulam. 
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nent Soveraignty in the Emperors of 


thoſe times? | 
Theod. As many as had Occaſion to 

write hereof. Optatus faith: There is 

nor any Man above the Emperor. Chri- 


Pep. 411i” foftoms faith of the Emperor Theodaſſus: 


He had no Man equal unto him upon 
Earth, he was the Top and Head of all 
Men upon Earth. Cyril writeth unto 
Thcodgſius the younger: Yeſtre ſerenitati, 
unto your Excellency there is no State 
equal, much leſs ſuperior. Mapetus af- 
firmeth of the Emperor FJuſtinian, he 
hath a higher Dignity than any Man; 


he hath not upon Earth any higher than 


himſclf. | | 

Phil. If the ancient Fathers of ſuch 
different Times (for between Optatus and 
Apapetus there were near two Hundred 
Years) almoſt in the ame Phraſe of 


Speech ſo extolled the Dignity of the 


Emperor ; when did the Biſhop of Rome 
challenge his pretended Eminency above 
the Emperor ? yh 

Theod. Not five Hundred Years after 
Chriſt: For then Pelagias the firſt Roman 


Biſhop of that Name thus writeth under 


Chilaebert King of France with how 


great Study and Labour are we to ſtrive, 
that for removing the Scandal of Suſpici- 
on, we may miniſter the Obſequiou neſs 
of our Confeſſion unto Kings, un- 
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to whom the holy Scripture command- 0 
eth us to be ſubject. Neither ſix Hun- 
dred Vears after Chriſt; for about that 
time Gregery the great, likewiſe Biſhop 7,2. 2. 5 
of Rome, ren giouſly confeſſed, tt Po W- EO. 61. 
er was given from above unto the Em- 
peror re alt Men. And then reckon- 
ing himſelf in this Number of all Men, 
addeth; I being ſubject unto your 555 5 2 
Command, not out of ſeign:d Humility, 
but out of Con'cience and Duty, on. 
both parts have payed what I ought, be- Vd deb7. 
cau'e I have yielded Obedience unto the 
Emperor, and not holden my Peace in 
| what I thought for God. Nay nine hun- 


| dred Years from Chriſt, the Biſhops of 
” Rome were in ſuch Subjection unto the 
\ |Þ Fmperors, that even in that Age the 
| | Emperors puniſhed them with the De- 
j | privanon of their Biſhopricks, if they 
EE KF were criminous 3 as Ortho the Emperor 
6 | depoſed 5 ohn the xxli. for his 1 impure and 
e vicious Life. 
e Phil. At what time then did the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome firlt fo far exalt himſelf a- 
r | bove the Emperors as to preſume to de- 
1 prive them of their imperial Crowns, 
rand deſpoſe them from their Thrones ? 
„ VF Theod. More than a Thouſand Years; 
>, #| from the Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Gregor) the Seventh, otherwiſe called 
G Hildebrand, choſen Biſhop of Rome a- Beller. in 
3 | G 2 bout Heron. 
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bout the Year of our Lord 1073 was the 
firſt that did attempt this prophane and 
ſcandalous Outrage againſt the Emperor 
| Henry the Fourth, | | 
Lego 69 relers . I read and read again ( faith Otho 
Lib. 6 cap. 35. Friſmgenſis, an Hiſtorian living near the 
Times of Hildebrand) the Geſts of the 
N-ſ;1am in Roman Kings and Emperors, and no 
vento guem- where I find any of them before this 
= anc mn. Henry the Fourth ) excommuni- 
1 cated by the Biſhop of Rome or depriv- 
ed of his Kingdom. And the ill Suc- 
ceſs of the chief Actors, in this furious 
Attempt of depoſing this Emperor, might 
well have diſcouraged the Biſhops of Rome 
in ſucceeding Apes to meddle again with 
ſuch ungodly Enterprizes. Rodolph Duke 
of Suevia whom ( at the inſtigation of 
Gregory the Seventh ) ſome of the Prin- 
ces of Germany had ſet up to take the 
Empire from Henry the Fourth by force 
of Arms, in fighting againſt this Empe- 
ror loft his Right Hand : and when by 
reaſon of that and other Wounds, he was 
ready to breath out his diſtreſſed Soul, 
Ve bergen, looking on the Stump of his Arm, 
Aan 1080. and fetching a deep ſigh, he ſaid unto 
the Biſhops that were about him, Behold 
this is the Fland wherewith I did ſwear Al- 
legiance to my Sovereign Lord Henry. And 
Pope Hildebrand himſelf (while he was in 
contention with the ſame Emperor, to 
|  depoke 
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depoſe him) by the Conſent of his own 


People the Romans was deprived of his > 4 ON 
Popedome ; and afterwards lying at the 
Point of Death, he called unto him one Sigeb. anno 
of the twelve Cardinals whom he loved 5 
above the reſt, and confeſſed unto God, 
St. Peter, and the whole Church, that he pound this 
had greatly ſinned in the Paſtoral Charge wri:ten of 
which was committed unto him, and that him. 
at the Inſtinct of the Devil he had ſtirred 
Hatred and Heartburning amongſt Men. 
For Hildebrand's depoſing of Henry the 
Fourth, was like the Violence of a Tem- 
peſt, which ſtirred up ſo many Calami- 
ties, ſo many Schiſms, ſo many Perils 
of Bodies and Souls, that it alone (faith 
Orho * Frinſengenſis ) through the Fierce» C., lib. 6. 
neſs and Continuance thereof, may ſuf- Cap. 36. 
ficiently prove the Greatneſs of Mans 
Miſery. | 

Phil. Two moſt remarkab'e Exam- 
ples ; they do clearly illuſtrate that Speech 
of the Wiſeman, Take not part with the 6 
Seaitious, for who knoweth the Ruine of 
them both? But all this while you have 
declared only the Truth of the firſt 
Principle of Kingly Sovereignty in his ex- 
cellent Majeſty ; That receiving Autho- 
rity immediately from God he hath no Su- 
perior to puniſh him, or chaſtiſe him, but 
God alone. T would therefore now en- 
treat you to take the ſame Pains in eſtab- 
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liſhing rhe Principle of his ſupream Pow- 


er; The Bond of his Subjects in Obedience 
unto his Majeſiy is inviolable, and cannot 
be diſſloed. 

Theod. The principal Means, whereby 
the ſeditious Sons of Belial do pretend 
that this ſacred Bond may be d. ſſolved, 
are either ſuppoled Crimes in the Perſons 
of Princes as Tyranny in Governing, In- 
fidelity, Hereiy, Apoſtacy, or Epiſco- 
pal Acts of the Biſhop of Rome, as his 
Diſpenſations, and Excommunications. 

Phil. How do you prove that Tyranny 
in Government doth not unlooſe this 
Bond? 

Theod. Was not Saul a Tyrant in hant- 
ing after the Soul, and ſeeking the Life 
of David, who was moſt faithful unto 


Hin amongl? all his Servants, whom he 


him elf conſeſſed to have rendered unt 
bins Good for Evil? 

Was he not a bloody Oppreſſor in 
Sue Doeg, without any juſt 

e of Offence, viol: ntly to run p- 

on the 1 ſts, and to ſlay fourſcore and . 
Perſous that did wear a Liunen Ephod; t 
ſmite Nob the City of the Prieſts both 175 
and Woman, pay" Child and ackling, both 
Or, Aſs, and Sheep, with the Eage of the 
Sword ? 

The Blood of ſo many Innocents did 


cry unto God for Vengeance, and by 
his 
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aeth Man's Blood, by Man his Blood 
ſhall be ſbed,) deſerveth Death : yet Da- 
vid not an ordinary or private Man, but 
by God's own Appointment deſigned 
unto the Kingdom, a chief Captain and 
Leader in the King's Battels, the King's 
Son- in-Law, when he had Saul deliver- 
ed into his Hands, and was encouraged 
by his Servants to deſtroy him; faid 
unto them: The Lord keep me from 
doing that thing unto my Maſter the Lord's 
anoimed: to lay my Hand upon him, for 


he is the Lora s anoiated: and after un- 


to Saul himſelf : Micbedneſs proceederh "eric 


from the Miched, but mine Hand be not 
upon thee : And again unto Abiſhat, 
when the Lord another time had cloſed 
Saul into his Hand; deſtroy him not, 
for who can lay Hands upon the Lord's 
anointed, and be gniltleſs ? Which pious 
and religious Acts of David towards 
Saul, amongſt the Iſraelites, Optatus 
hath elegantly deſcribed, the more 


eitectually to commend them unto Chri- 
ſtians. David ( faith Optatus) eee; -.4 


Occaſion of Victory in his Hands, 
he might have cut the Throat of his 
unwary, and ſecure Adverſary, without 
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of Blood, without any Conflict, have 


changed a publick War into a private 
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Slaughter. And his Men, the Victory, 


Occaſion, and Opportunity encouraged 


him: he began to draw his Sword, his 
armed Hand was moving towards the 
Throat of his Enemy, but the perfect 
Remembrance of God's Commandments 
ſtayed him: he withſtanding his Men, 
and the Occaſions inciting him, in effect 


thus ſpeaketh unto them. O Victory 


Mat. 5. 


thou doſt in vain provoke, and invite 
me with thy Triumphs. I would will- 
ingly conquer mine Enemy: but 1 muſt 
rather keep God's Commandments. I 
will not ( faith he) lay my Hands upon 


the Lord's anointed. - And fo he repreſ- 


ſed his Hand together with his Sword: 
and while he feared the Oyl, ſaved his 
Enemy. _ 

Phil. Our bleſſed Saviour's own Pre- 
cept and Commandment is clear enough 


for the preſerving of the Lives, or of any 


thing elſe belonging to our Enemies : Love 
( faith he) your Enemies, bleſs them that 
Curſe you, do Good to them that Hate hon, 
and pray for them that Hurt you and Per- 
ſecure you. ; | | 

'Theod. You ſay well that theſe Words 
are Chriſt's Precept qr Commandment ; 
our Saviour's Preface unto them [ E 
ay vw J ſay unto you it is my Decree] 
doth ſufficiently prove it : and the Words 
immediately following them ( that you 
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may be the Children of our Father which 
is in Heaven ) are.a moſt forcible Mo- 
tive to ſtir us up readily, and with 
Alacrity to yield Obedience unto this 
Commandment. Althopgh then Kings 
and Princes through their Tyranny, 
Perſecution, and Oppreſſion, ſhould be 
our Enemies, as Saul was unto David 
( thine Exemy, faith Abiſhai of Saul un- 1 Sam. 24. 


to David: ) yet we are to love them %%, , 


from our Hearts, to bleſs and pray for precepit mimi- 
them with our Tongues, and to do good ci exhibends : 
unto them by our Actions. For theſe 2% pri- 
Duties by our Saviour's Commandment, — N 
are to be performed of us unto private e e 
Men that are Our Enemies; much more wein pe bencſa- 
unto publick Perſons, the Princes and ce ad , 
Potentates of the Earth. That elect veſ- n 542247 
5 ] cere, 1. bene 
ſel Saint Paul * exhorting us to bleſs all „en- & erg. 
Men by our Prayers and Supplications, 7-2, ad /inguam. 
and Interceſſions; preſently mentioneth Ca. 40 Caro. 
Kings and all that are in Authority, as Tim. 2. 
Perſons for whom after a more ſpecial 
Manner we are to pour out our Suppli- 
cations unto God, Likewiſe Tertullian, 
teaching that according unto the Chri- 
ftian Doctrine, to with Evil, to de Evil, 
to think Evil, is indifferently forbidden 
us towards all Men: Thence inferreth, 
if we are not to offer the leaſt of theſe 
Injuries to any Man, much leſs to 8 
that 


In Apoloveti- 
co cap. 36. 
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that is ſo highly advanced by our God, 
ſpeaking of the Emperor. | 

Phil. Who was this Emperor of whom 
Tertullian ſpeaketh? 
Thod. It was Severus: For under him 
In Gatal9. (faith Hierome Tertullian flouriſhed. 
Phil. Was this Emperor a Tyrant in 
his government? 
Theod. Vea, an unbelieving Tyrant, 
an Infidel, that did grievouſly perſecute 
Sever:1s guintæ the Chriſtians, whom he did afffict 
70 a ee with the fifth famous Perſecution. 
25 "pang 4 Phil, Then I perceive by Tertullian's 


crucicit ; O- judgment, that not only Tyranny, but 


Nie. et Bar; likewiſe Tyranny joined with Infidelity, 


92 5 doth not unlooſe the bond of Duty and 
Seal eun. Obedience from Subjects unto their So- 


veraign. 


Theod. You may learn this Truth from 


a more ancient and authentick Author 

than Tertullian, even from the bleſſed A- 

Bart. bl. an poſtle Saint Peter. This holy Servant 

ze, i, of God writ his firſt Epiſtle in the 

heir ral of Time of Claudius the Emperor, and did 

Peter. direct it unto his Country-men the Jews, 

Kt. 1. here and there throughout Pontus, Ga- 

latia, Cappadocia, Afia, Bythinia, which 

were Regions then Subject unto the Ro- 

man Emperor. For many Vears before 

S gene en, Claudius reign, Pompy the Great made 
e theſe Regions Roman Provinces. 
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And becauſe ſome Seducers (as Joſe- J *4icer 17 
phus Witneſſeth ) had perſwaded the Jews 55 : Er i 525 
under a Pretext of maintaining their li- 275. > 4 41h 
bert y, that Tribute was not to be paid to Judaic. cat. 1 2. 1 
Ceſar, neither any mortal Man was to be h 0 
accounted as a Prince, or Lord over them, 10 
but GOD only : S. Peter exhorteth #1 
them ſo to be free, as not having their Li- 1 Pet. 2. 16. 
berty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as & 18. 
the Servantsof G O D, and to fear G OD, 
but yet to honour the King alſo: And 
although Magiſtrates be Men, and fo 
their Ordinance, 1n regard of the Perſons 
in whom it doth reſide, but humane: 
yet to ſubmit themſelves unto them, for 
the Lord's ſake, from whom they recei- 
ved their Authority. 1 

Phil. This King whom S. Peter woul 
have his Brethren the Jews to honour, 
and that as Supream, cannot be any other 
than the Emperour Claudius, under whom 
(as you have ſhewed ) S. Peter writ his 
Epiſtle, and whoſe ſubjects were the In- 
habitants of Pontus, Galatia, Capadocia, Alia, 
Bythinia, unto whom S. Peter inſcribed 
his Epiſtle. And S. Peter might well 
term this Emperour a King, becauſe Ro- 
man Emperours (ſaith Appiar ) were in Profs, Hilo, 
all their deeds and Actions Kings. 

Theod. your Collection and Inference 
is very firm, and full of Truth: And 
therefore S. Peter exhorteth his Brethren 

. the 
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45. 
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Peter. 
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Set. Cap. 34. 


Syuet. Cap. 33: 
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to ſubmit themſelves, and to be ſubject un- 
to a prophane Infidel, a cruel Tyrant; 
for Claudius, upon the fight of the leaſt 
Prodigy, worſhipped the heathen Gods 
after the Cuſtom of the ancient Romans 
He was naturally ſo mercileſs, and given 
to blood-ſhed, that he would have Tor- 
tures in Examinations, Puniſhments for 
Paricides, executed in his own Preſence : 
he had moſt cruel Searchers of allthat came 
but to ſalute him, ſparing not any Sex 
or Age; delighted to lo the Faces of 
Fencers ( whoſe Throats he had cauſed 
to be cut for ſtumbling by change in 
their Sword-fights ) as BY lay gaſping 
and yielding up their Breath: he was ex- 


ceſſively given to the wanton Love of 


Women, and was ſo inthralled unto his 


Wives and Freemen, that, as it was com- 
modious unto them or ſtood with their 
Affection, he granted honorable Digni- 
ties, conferred the Conducts of Armies, 
and decreed Impunities or Puniſhments. 
Unto ſuch an unbelieving and bloud 

; preſſor, S. Peter earneſtly exhorterh 


the believing Jews to yield Obedience. 


were to obey ? 


Phil. After what manner? In outward 
Shew and Appearance, only of Conſtraint, 
and becauſe ( Villed they, nilled they ) they 


 Theod. 
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Theod, No: for St. Paul writing his 
Epiſtle unto the Romans living under the Remi/s in 
ſame Emperor, commandeth every Soul beir table of 


to be Subject unto the higher Powers and 


not becauſe of Wrath, not out of Fear of 
outward Force, or Violence, but for Con- 
ſcience ſake ; and for that theſe higher 
are the Ordinance of God, the Miniſters of 
God. And this is, as the ſame Apoſtle 
elſewhere admoniſheth, to yield Obedi- 
ence unto them from the Heart, as ſerv- 
ing the Lord and not Men. | 

Which heavenly Doctrine of the Apo- 
ſtles, was afterwards often iterated by 
the Fathers of the primitive Church in 
their Writings, leaſt by the Fraud of 


Satan it might ſlip out of the Minds 


of the faithful. Juin Martyr in the 
Name of the Chriſtians in his Days, ſaith 
unto Antoninus an unbelieving Emperor, 


and a Perſecutor: We only adore God, Porſeutis 4, 
ſub. Antonino 
Bellar.inChro. 
Apol. 2. ad 
TS Anton. Impe. 


and in all other Things (not of Con- 
ſtraint) but cheerfully perform Service 
unro you. And Auguſim: The Powe 
that are, are of God: hence we honour 
a Gentile placed in Power, although he 
himſelf, who holding God's Order giveth 
Thanks unto the Devil, be unworthy : 
for the Power requireth it, and deſerveth 
Honour, as ordained of God. 

Phil. Howſoever infidelity doth not 
diſſolve the Bond of a Subject in _y_ 

an 
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and Allegiance unto his Sovereign, yet 


may not Hereſy and Apoſtaſy ? 


Theod. Conſtantius, Valens, Valentinia- 
nus the younger, were Arrian Hereticks 
yet we read not that they were rejected 
by Orthodox Chriſtians as unlawful and 
uſurping Emperors. And (which is 
worſe ) was not Julian an Apoſtate, an 


Av7. 124 PH Idolater? yet Chriſtian Soldiers ſerved 


this unbelieving Lord, and when he ſaid 
go forth to Fight, invade ſuch a Nation, 
they obeyed. nt 
Phil. Some ſay this was for want of 
Strength, and Forces, to reſiſt. _ 
| Theod, They could not want Strength, 
when the greateſt Part of Julians army 
were Chriſtians, as 1t appeared inſtantly 
upon his Death by their joint Exclama- 
tion unto Jovinian his Succeſſor. For 
this Army chooſing Fovinian Emperor, 
and he refuſing to have any Imperial 
Command over them, becauſe he was 


Raffi. 2. a Chriſtian, and they Pagans : all of 


if. cap. I. 


them with one Voice made Anſwer, 
And we are Chriſtians. It was not then 
for want of Power they obeyed, but ra- 


n Pfl. 124 ther, as Auguſtine writeth of them, They 


were Subject unto Julian their temporal 
Lord, for his ſake that was their eternal 


Lord and Maſter, and out of Obedience 


unto his Commandments. 


If 


— — 


G 


GOD and the KING. 


If Subjects are obliged in Duty and 
out of Conſcience chearfully to obey 
tyranous, unbelieving, heretical, apoſta- 
tical Princes, as Powers ordained of God; 


with what Alacrity then ſhould we be.in 


all Things obſequious unto our gracious, 
and religious Sovereign? Gracious as be- 
ing like unto God, whoſe Vicegerent he 
is in this, that his Clemency and Mercy 
is over all his Works: Religious, in that 


he is a zealous Propugner of the ancient 


and Catholick Faith, not only by his 
Kingly Power and Authority but like- 
wiſe by the learned Pen of a ready 


Notwithſtanding ſome are fo blinded 


with the Roman Superſtition, that they 
are ready upon ſome pretended Acts of 
the Biſhop of Rome, as upon his Diſ- 
penſations or Excommunications, to re- 
nounce their Obedience unto ſo merciful, 
and pious a Prince. 


Phil. May not then the Biſhop of 


Rome, either by diſpenſing with the Law, 


which bindeth Subjects unto Obedience; 


or with the Oath, whereby they ſin-⸗ 


cerely ſwear to perform this Obedience 
unto his excellent Majeity ; unlooſe the 
Bond of their Allegiance ? 

Theod. The Biſhop of Rome cannot 
diſpenſe with the Law of Nature; which 
from the firſt beginning of the reaſonable 
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60 D andthe KING. 
Creature is uncharfgeable, nor with the 
moral Law of God. whoſe Precepts are 
indiſpenſable. But the Duty of Subjects 
in Obedience unto their Sovereign, 1s 
grounded upon the Law of Nature; he- 
ginning with our firſt Beginning. For 
as we be born Sons, ſo we are born Sub- 
jets; his Sons, from whoſe Loyns; his 
Subjects in whoſe Dominions we are 
born. The fame Duties of Subjects are 
alſo enjoined by the moral Law, and 
particularly (as you ſhewed in the very 
entrance unto this our Conference) in 
the fifth Commandment, Honour thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother : where, as we are 
required to honour the Fathers of private 
Families, ſo much more the Father of 
our Country and the whole Kingdom. 
And as the Biſhop of Rowe cannot diſ- 
penſe with theſe Laws impoſing upon us 
Obedience unto his Majeſty, ſo neither 
with the Oath we rake to perſevere in 
this Obedience. When David ſaid, I 
have ſworn that I will keep thy righteous 
ce ee if the Biſhop of Rowe had 

n then in his Fulneſs of Power, could 
he have diſpenſed with this Oath? and 
ſo if any now by the Example of David, 
ſwear to keep God's righteous Judge- 


ments of not committing Adultery. or of 


hanouring their Parents, and Aagiſtrates; 


he cannot free them from this Oath : 


but 


A gob and the KING. 1 
but if we violate both theſe Command 
ments, we are as well Rebels as Aduſter- 
r.. 1 + „ TI9VeLI6 
_ Phil. Are not the Excommunications 
of the Biſhop-of Rome of more Force to 
Jooſe the Bond of Allegiance; than his 
Diſpenſations 4 149975 T 
Theod. Theſe likewiſe have no Power 
to work th's Effect. Excommunication 
upon a Contempt unto the Church, doth 
not make a Man worſe than an Erhnick : 
but you have heard that both S. Peter 
and S. Paul earneſtly exhort us to be 
ſubject unto heathen and Ethnick Prin- Mat. 18. 
ces; and therefore we may a'ſo yield 


Obedience unto excommunicated Prin- 


ces: beſides Excommunication ( accord- 


ing to the Doctrine of the Romaniſts Aquin in ſup. 


themſelves) doth not free a Servant from 4+. 23. 
Obedience unto his Maſter, or a Son un- T#/et in. 


to his Father, And Kings are as Ma- 4. W 


ſters, and Subjects as Servants ; for ſo a 
David calleth Saul his Maſter, and ſti- 1 Sm. 24 11. 


leth himſelf his Servant: Kings are as 1 Sam. 


Fathers, and Subjects as Sons; for ſo King e 75 
Ezechias was a Father over the Fathers of 3 rel 
his People, even the Prieſts; and there- judg. 5. 7. 
fore much more over the reſt of his Sub- 
jects. As then Excommunication doth / 
not diſſolve the Bond of Duty between \ 
Fathers and Sons, of Service between 
Maſters and Servants; no more doth * 
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GOD and the K1 NG. 


che Bond of Fidelity between Princes 


and their Subjects. And ſo at length I 
have proved unto you, that neither ſup- 
poſed Crimes in Princes, as Tyranny, In- 
fidelity, Hereſy, Apoſtacy, nor the E- 
piſcopal Acts of Diſpenſation, and Ex- 
commun: cation; and ſo in effect, that 
nothing can free Subjects from their Fi- 
delity and Allegeance unto their Prince. 

Phil. Nothing! The Seal of Confeſſion 


doth at leaſt in part free ſome Subjects 


Aquin in ſup. 


© Me Ari, i. 


from ſpecial Duties of Obedience unto 
their Sovereign; as Prieſts from revealing 
Treaſons and Conſpiracies which they 
know, as Ghoſtly Fathers, from the-Pe- 
nitent. For if Conſpiracies or Treaſons 
be known unto a Prieſt in Confeſſion, the 
Bond thereof doth bind him to concea] 
it, becauſe they are known unto him as 
unto God, whoſe Vicar he is in hearing 
the humble Confeſſions of repentant Sin- 
ners. 


derſtand of Treaſons and other enormous 
Offences endangering the publick Safet 
of the Church or Commonweal, as God, 


and as the Vicars; then they are to 


imitate God, whom they would repre- 
ſent, in the diſcovering of theſe grievous 
Crimes. For God always both after a 
miraculous Manner and (as it were) by 


his own immediate Finger brings to light 


crying 


Theod. If Prieſts in Confeſſion do un- 
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crying Sins, when they are done in Se- 
cret, and for a Time are inwrapped in 
Darkneſs. 1 nes | 
Did he not by the Birds of the Air . 
detect the Murder of Jbycus ? And be- 7, , er 5e. 
cauſe the Per ons of Princes are more , ©» x 3 
ſacred than the Perſons of private Men, t a/tiv9/ans 
God hath made a ſpecial Promiſe in his *. 44 « 
Word, that he will detect Curſes, con- |. , 1% > 
ceived only in the Heart, againſt Kings, 
by the Fouls of the Heaven (that is) af- 
ter a ſtrange and miraculous Manner, if 
by ordinary Means they ſhall not be re- 
vealed. And therefore ſome Prieſts of 
| France have detected Intendments of 
Treaſon, only. in Thought, heard by 
t hem in Confeſſion: and the Authors of 
theſe Intendments have been puniſhcd 
with Death. A Gentleman of Norman- 5, %, 1:3». 
ay in France conſeſſed unto a Frier Mi- ze Rep $76.4 
nor, that he had once a Reſolution to 
murther King Francis, and that he re- 
pented of his wicked Purpoſe. The Fri - 
er gave him Abſolution, but revealed his 
zicked Purpoſe unto the King: and af- 
te Deliberation had thereof in the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, the Gentleman was exe- 
cuted; and the Frier not puniſhed with 
any Cenſure of the Church for his De- 
tection. | | 5 
Prieſts then are in Cod's ſteed, while 
they hear Penitents confeſſing their Sins, . 
"© not of 
of | | | ö 
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GOD and the KING. 


not to conceal theſe Sins if they be en- 


ormous and dangerous unto the publick 
State; but according to their Commiſſi- 
on, ( whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remit- 
ted) to declare unto them the Remiſſi- 
on of their Sins; as they are Offences 
only againſt God, and before his heaven- 
ly Tribunal, | | 
Phil. Bux the law of the Church com- 
mandeth Prieſts to conceal all ſuch Sins as 


come unto their Knowledge by way of 
Confeſſion. | 


Theod. This Law of the Church is 
but the Law of Pope Innocent the Third, 
cited in the Decretals ( for he is the moſt 
ancient Author that rhe Romaniſis can al- 


ledge for their Seal of Confeſſion ; ) Bur 


were it a Law of the whole Church, it 
is but an Eccleſiaſtical Law. Now if 
Duties injoyned by God himſelf in his 
moral Law, as not to do any Manner of 
Work upon the Sabbath Day, may be o- 
mitted by our Saviour's Commandment 
to ſave the Life of a Beaſt; May not 
ſome Things impoſed only by an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Law, be neglected for ſaving the 
Life of a King, upon whom ſo many 


Lives depend : So that neither the Seal 


of Confeſſion doth free us from any part 


of the Duties of Allegeance unto our 
Sovereign. 


Phil. 


6 OD and tbe KING. 
Phil. If the Bond of Allegeance from 
Subjects unto their Prince is ſo inviola- 
ble, that nothing, no not the Seal of 
Confeſſion, can diſſolve it: is there not 
Means to ſtay the Fury of a Sovereign 
Commander, if he ſhould be ſo tyrannous, 
and profane, as to endeavour to oppreſs 
the whole Church at once, and utterly 
to extinguiſh the Light of Chriſtian Re- 
bigion? Ly "FE 
| Theod, Princes in their Rage may 
endeavour wholly to deſtroy Chriſt's 
Church; but in vain : becauſe Chriſt 
hath ſo - built it upon a Rock, thar the 
Strength and Gates of Hell ſhall not ever 
ſo far prevail againſt it, as quite to van- 
quiſh it. And when they do labour to 
effect ſo hainous an Impiety, the only 
Means we have to appeaſe their Fury is 
ſerious Repentance for our Sins, which 
have brought this Chaſtiſement upon us; 
and humble Prayer unto God, who gui- 
deth the Hearts of Princes like Rivers of 
Waters. You know how before the 
coming of Chriſt the viſible Church was 
only amongſt the Jews; and that while 
they were Captives under the Perſian Mo- 
narchs, Aſſuerus at the Inſtigation of Ha- 
man ſent forth a Degree to deſtroy them 
all both young and old, Children and Nomen, 
in one Day. Here the whole Church, 
by the barbarous Deſignment of Aſſueras, 
„ ſeemed 


Mat. 16. 
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ſeemed to be in the very Jaws of Death ; 

et they take no Arms, they conſult not 

how to poyſon Aſuerus or Haman, they 

animat: no deſperate Perſon ſuddenly to 

Eſter ca. 4+ ſtab them; but there was only great 
| Sorrow amongſt them, and faſting and 


Weeping, many lying in Sack:cloth and Aſh- 


ty Hand of God for their Sins, and to 
avert his Wrath hanging over their Heads, 
by the Cruelty of ſo bloody a Tyrant. 
And the ancient Chriſt.ans, upon the 
like Occaſions, imitated theſe eus. For 
when they were threatned by Julian the 


6 with an utter extinct on of 
N:2i:r. £570 Chriſtianity, they hindred and repreſſed 


Remedy againſt the Perſecuter. If any 

therefore are oppreſſed with the Tyranny 

| of their ſupream Governours, let them 

L 8. cg. 30 (faith Sarisburienſis, even in the Darkneſs 

of Popery ) flee unto the Patronage of 

God's Mercy, and with devout Prayer 

turn away the Whip wherewith they 

Teel. £317! are ſcourged : For the Sins of Offenders, 
Sl ; 15 are the ſtrength of Tyrants. 

rafft. Phil. To be freed from Tyranny and 

Oppreſſion in this World, is a temporal 

Benefit: and many times God hearkneth 

not unto our Prayers for temporal Bene- 


Subjects 


es, to humble themſelves under the migh- 


2. % Julian. him with their Tears, having this only -.. 


fits. How then are faithful and loyal 


JJ ele. wed: el $-: © 


GOD and the KING. 
Subjects to comfort themſelves againſt 
the Preſſures of mercileſs Tyrants? 


Theod. Their only comfort in this Caſe 


is, that which St. Auguſtin long ſince 
miniſtred unto them. The Rod of Sin- 
ners (faith he, ſpeaking of wicked Ma- 
ſters and Magiſtrates ) lieth heavy upon 
the Lot of the Righteous ;- but not for 
ever. The Time will come when one 


God ſhall be acknowledged: The Time 
will come, when one Chriſt, appearing 


in his Brightneſs, ſhall gather before him 
all Nations, and ſever them, as a Paſtor 
ſevereth his Goats from the Sheep, and 
place his Sheep upon his Right Hand, 
and his Goats upon his Left. And then 
rhou ſhalt ſee many Servants, and Sub- 
jects, amongſt the Sheep, and many Ma- 
ſters, and Princes; amongſt the Goats : 
and again many Maſters, and Princes, a- 


mongſt the Sheep, and many Subjects 


and Servants amongſt the Goats. So 
when all other Helps and Comforts do 
fail diſtreſſed Subjects; the Day of 
Judgment, the End of all tranſitory 
Things, will bring an End unto their 
Sorrows. 


Phil. With this End of all Things, I 


pray you, let us end this our Conference; 


beſeeching God ſo to affect the Hearts 
both of Princes and Subjects, with a ſe- 


rious and frequent Cogitation of this laſt 


Judgment; 
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AM. natho. 


GOD ad the KING. 


Judgment; that they in Governing, theſe 


in Obeying, both in all their Actions, 
and whatſoever they do, may ( with St. 


Hierom) have the Voice of the Arch- 


angel always ſounding in their Ears, A. 
riſe from the Dead, and come unto Fudge- 


ment. 


A 


TREATISE 


Of the Obligation of 


Humane Laws 


In reference to their 


MarTxtriac CAusk. 


8 


* 


By the moſt Learned and Revs: Father in God, 


: £ * n 2 _— — . 8 
r ay . (ISS Io Tn 
* IS 8 * 22 8 SS By — Sr . 


Dr. ROBERT SAND ERSON. 


aj 0 "he * odd; BY ; 2 * — 5 5 
—ͤ he - r — — Yar 
1 n Et BEA ©. —ů — — — —— — * 2 gen —— * S — 
ad 22 r — * « 
I — — — — 2 b de — 8 = 32 — <= . © — CES — — — 
SA r ͤ rr can Pre mon boat — n 5 — —— 
4 


Late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 


1 


Mia 283 . * 
S e merit. rn As 
— 


— 


— — rw —a—__ —— —— 
8 — CCC — — ä ͤ—• 


2 dah | ” py 4 7 if * "as; 
pars —— ̃ teddy SI tu — 
F "IM 


L ON D | 


Printed in the Year, MDCCXXVIL, ) | 


— 
— « 9 2 1 f 2 * 
. 


eter eas ſn — — 
| —— IEA, ——>— = — 


5 

71 
90 
* 
15 
1% 
5K 

{ 
= 


— 8 ** 
_—_— 


G — 
P — PLS 


* o a 


N. * 
—— 


66 


. A xD. & 
So We on, ee e 
H 


Of the Obligation of 
UMANE LAWS 


In reference to their 


MATERIAL CA Us. 


PROV. 15. 


Per me Reges regnant et Legum conditores 
juſta decernunt. | 


By me Kings reign, and the makers of Laws 


ao decree Fuſtice. 


Have reduced to two General 
= Queſtions, or to two Heads, 
what I have propounded to 
be ſpoken concerning the Ob- 
ligation of humane Laws; The firſt is, 
whether humane Laws do oblige the Cunſci- 


ences of Subjects? Concerning which in 


the former Lecture I have expounded to 
you what was my Judgment of it. The 
h other 


Of the OBLIGATION of 


other Queſtion is, Hou they oblige ? 
To which Queſtion, I have told you, 
there belongeth the deciding of ſome 
Caſes and Doubts which meet in this 
Subject: And becauſe they are not few, 
nor of one kind, therefore to avoid 
Confuſion, and that we may proceed 
in ſome Order and Method to that 
which is to be ſpoken, I have thought 
it not impertinent to give you a rough 
Repreſentative of the whole Treatiſe now 
in Hand. And that Method which I 
obſerved in thoſe my former Exercitati- 
ons concerning the Obligation of an Oath, 
J here conceive it very neceſſary for me 
to uſe again, that thoſe Things may all 
of them be reduced to the four kinds of 
Cauſes, which I conceive may commodi- 
oully be referred to them. But becauſe I 
do find many Things to remain which 
cannot eaſily be included in thoſe Bounds, 
ve will aſſign them their ſeveral Claſſes ; 
and they are chiefly two, the firſt of 
Perſons who are under the Obligation 
of thoſe Laws; and the other in the Com- 
paring of the Obligatory Virtue which is 
in humane Laws, with that which ariſeth 
from the Judgement of the Conſcience, 
by Vows, Oaths, Promiſes, Contracts, 
and from the Law of Scandal, or if there 
be any Thing elſe which is elſe where 
Obligatory ; for theſe two Opinions do 
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HUMANE LAWS. 


ſeem to be in a Conteſtation, and juſt- 


ling for precedency to ſtrive which of 


them ſhould give place unto the other. 


To add the third Claſſis for ſome cer- 


tain Species of Laws which ſeem to con- 
tain in themſelves ſomething ſingular to 
themſelves, ſuch as are Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
Penal Laws, and the Local Statutes of 
Colleges, and leſs Societies, will nor per- 
adventure be vcry neceſlary, ſeeing in ſome 
Manner they may be reduced to ſome- 
thing in the four kinds of Cauſes, and 


though not ſo aptly as to ſatisfy the curi- 


ous, yet ſo fully as to ſerve our preſent 
Purpoſe; for whilſt our Readers under- 
ſtand what it is we ſpeak of, we have ne- 
ver taken any great Care in what Method 


we have gone. We will in the firſt place 


therefore (if God ſhall grant Life, 
Health, and Opportunity to accompliſh 
what we have propounded ) ſpeak of the 
Oblieatigf ot the Laws as to the four 
kinds of-Cauſes; In the ſecond place of 
the Perſons who are obliged to the Ob- 


ſervation of thoſe Laws; And Laſtiy, of 


the Compariſon of the Obligations which 
quarrel amongſt themſelves, giving you 
before-hand one or two Diſtinctions 
which will be of great Concernment in 


the whole Management of this Diſcourſe. 


II. We muſt underſtand therefore in 
the firlt place, Seeing that to the end of 
x | 'Political 
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Political Government and Order, there 
is a two-fold Power in thoſe who are 
inveſted with Sovereign Authority : A 
Directive Power, by which the Subjects 
may underſtand what they have to do, 
and a Power Coattive or Coercitive (for, 
by reaſon of the Analogy, it is better ſo 
to call it than Coercive) by which the 
Subjects may be compelled to the per- 
formance of thoſe Things that ate com- 
manded, if of their own accords they 
ſhall refuſe to give Obedience to them, 
both which are ſo contained in the Laws, 
that the one conſiſteth moſt in Precepts, 
and the other is moſt to be ſeen in Pu- 
niſhments ; there ariſeth from this dou- 
ble Power of the Magiſtrate, a double 
Duty of the Subject which anſwereth 
to that double Power: The Duty of 
Obedience in reference to the Directive 
Power, and the Duty of Subjection in 
reference to the Power Coercitive. I 
here underſtand Subjection as it is proper- 
ly fo called, by an Appellation Generical, 
Which, as elſewhere it often comes to paſs, 
is reſtrained to one certain Species: For 
Obedience alſo is a Species of Subjection 
largely taken. The Apoſtle comprehends 
both thoſe Duries, Heb. 13. 17. and 
ſignifies them in theſe two Words r. 
© bæuſcere Obey them that have the Over- 
falt of you, and ſubmit your ſelves : an 4 
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fi:ſt whereof perta.neth to the Duty of 
Obedience, or of performing that which 
is commanded by a lawtul Superior, the 
other to the Duty of Subjection, or of 
induring what by him ſhall be inflicted. 

Furthermore, As from a double Power, 
there ariſeth a double Duty, ſo from a 
double Duty; there ariſeth a double Ob- 
ligation; for every Duty doth infer an 
Obligation, and every Obligation doth 
ſuppoſe a Duty : Therefore one kind of 
the Obligation of Humane Laws, is that, 
by which Subjects are bound to obey 
the Precepts of the Law it fe; and the 


other, by which they are bound to ſub- 


mit themſelves to the Power of the Law- 
giver: One of the Obligations beiongeth 
to Aclive Obedicuce, the other unto that 

Obedience which is<alled Paſſive, and to 
SE, we give the Name of Submiſſion. 


III. If it be here demanded how far 


Humane Laws can oblige the Conſcien- 
ces of the Subject; it is to be ſaid in 
the firſt place, that all Laws made by one 
inveſted by a lawful Power, do oblige 
to Subject on, ſo that it is not lawful] for 
a Subject to reſiſt the ſupream Power by 
force of Arms, whether Things juſt or 
unjuſt be commanded. This was ever- 
more the Mind, and Practice of the 
Chriſtians in the firſt Age of the Church, 

.ving under the moſt grievous Tyranny 


of 


Of the OBLIGATION of 


of the greateſt Enemies to the Name of 


Chriſt; and to make no Mention here- 
in of the Conduct, and the inſtin& of 
Natare, and Light of right Reaſon, this 
is moſt manifeſt by the Doctrine of the 


two chiefeſt of the Apoſtles. For ſo 


Peter the Apoſtle of Circumciſion, doth 
dil'gently inſtruct the Jews; and fo 
Paul the Doctor of the Gentiles, doth 
as carefully inſtruct the Gentiles. St. Pe- 
ter in the firſt Book and ſecond Chapter, 
commands Servants to be ſubje& to their 
Maſters, not only good and gentle Ma- 
ſters, but thoſe ſeverer ones, who wou d 
puniſh them with Scourges, when they 
had not deſerved it. St. Paul, Rom. 13. 
doth urge in many Words the Neceſſity 
of Subject ion, but granteth unto none 
the Liberty of Refiſtance, be their Ca'e, 
or their Pretence, never fo Good. Tn 
the ſecond place, I fay, That a'thougi 
this Subjection is imply neceſſary, yet it 
is not ſatisfactory as to Duty, un'eſs the 
Command of the Law be obeyed where 
It can be done without Sin: And there- 
fore the Subject is bound to Obedience 


in Conſcience, in all Things that are 


Lawful and Honeſt. Hence it is, that 
this Word be Obeclent is ſo often, and ſo 
expreſsly inculcated by the Apoſtle, Eph. 
6. Col. 3. and in other places. In the 
Third place, I ſay, Where the Precept 

of 
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of the Law cannot be obſerved without 
Sin, if the Subject ſhall patiently ſubmit 
himſelf to the Power of the Law-giver, 
he has ſatisfied his Duty, and is not ob- 
liged in Conſcience to perform that which 
the Law commandeth; nay, he is oblig- 
ed not to do it; for there can be no Ob- 
ligation to Things unlawful: It is always 
neceſſary therefore to be ſubject, but 
not always neceſſary to obey. 

IV. Furthermore, ſeeing both are cer- 
tain, that the Conſciences of Men are 
free, and ought to be ſo, which Liberty 


Servi in de- no human Power can, or may infringe; 
tum homincm and that an Obligation is a kind of- a 
207 geen Bond, and doth induce a Neceſlity, 


Sen. de Benef. 


20. 


which ſeemeth to be oppoſite, and to 
fight with juſt Liberty (for neither is he 
any ways free who is bound, neither can 
he. be free to both, who by ſome ne- 
ceſſity is Bound to either) that it plainly 
may appear that this Obligation of Con- 


ſcience, of which we now do treat, may 


conſiſt with the juſt Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, we muſt neceſſarily in this place give 
you another Diſtinction, which is, that 
the Precepts of humane Law may be ta- 
ken two Ways, either formally for the 
Act it ſelf of giving the Precepts, or ma- 
teriallhj for the Thing precepted. If the Law- 
giver therefore ſhould intend an Obliga- 
tion, or impoſe on the Subject a neceſſi- 
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ty of Obeying, from giving the Precept 
of his Law taken materially, that is, from 
the Neceſſity of the Thing it ſelf which 
is precepted, which notwithſtanding in 
the Truth of the Thing, wasnot neceſſary 
before that Law was made, he in that 
very Fact ſhould lay a Force upon the 
Conſcience of the Subject, which ſhould 


be repugnant to the Liberty of it. But 
if he ſhould derive his Obligation from 


giving the Precept of his Law taken for- 
mally, that is from the legitimate Autho- 
rity with which he himſelf is inveſted 
that gives it (a Moral indifferency of the 
Thing precepted in the mean Time re- 
maining, and in the ſame State in which it 
was before the Law was made) altho' the 
Obligation followeth which impoſeth on 
the Conſcience a neceſſity of Obey ing, 
yet the inward Liberty of the Con- 

ſcience remaineth uninjured and intire. 
V. If this ſeems Obſcure to any, I 
will illuſtrate it unto him by an Exam- 
ple; A Civil Law being made, that no 
Man ſhould eat Fleſh during all the time 
of Lent, if the Law-giver either in the 
Preface or in the Body of that Law ſhould 
ſignify that he laid this Command upon 
his Subjects, becauſe it were Ungodly, 
and Unlawful for them in that time to 
eat Fleſh, This were to throw a Snare 
on the Conſcience sof his Subjects, and 
| 1 © as 
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Of the OBLIGATION of 


as much as in him lay to weaken their 
Liberty; but if expreſly he ſhould ſig- 
nify, that the Thing being otherwiſe free 
in it ſelf, he did fo ordain it for the Pro- 
fit of the Commonwealth, that his Sub- 
jects according to the Example of the 
ancient Church, ſhould thereby take an 
Occaſion to exerciſe a more abſtemious and 
ſeverer Diſcipline; or if by the Words 
of the Law it ſeif, or elſewhere it might 
appear, that the Law-giver intended not 
by that Law to faſten any Opinion of 
neceſſity on the Thing ſo commanded, 
there would on this Account no Injury 
be done to the Conſciences of the Sub- 
jects, and the Liberty thereof. For there 
is a great Difference, when one Thing 
is commanded by the Magiſtrate, becauſe 
it is thought to be neceſſary, or is pro- 
hibited, becauſe it is conceived to be un- 
law ful; and when another Thing begins 
then only to be thought neceſſary and 
lawful, after that it is commanded by the 
Magiſtrate, and unlawful, becauſe it is 
forbidden by him. The firſt Neceſſity 
which anteceded the Law, and is ſup- 
poſed by it to be ſome Cauſe of it, is 
contrary to the Liberty of the Conſci- 
ence; but the other, which followeth 
the Law, and proceedeth from it as an 
Effect thereof is not repugnant to it. 
The reaſon of this Difference is, ou 
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the antecedent Neceſſity which the Law 
ſuppoſeth, doth neceſſarily require ſome 
Aſſent of the practical Fudgment ; but to 
the following Neceſſity which proceed- 


eth from the Law, the Conſent of the 


Will is ſufficient to the Performance of 
that outward Work which by the Law 
is commanded. Now an Act of the Vill 
cannot prejudice the Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, as an Act of the Judgment doth 3 
for the At of the Mill doth follow the 


Dictates of the Conſcience as the Effect 


followeth its Cauſe, but the At of the 
Judgment doth precede thoſe Dictates, 
as the Cauſe goeth before its ect. 

VI. Thete Diſtinctions being premi- 


| ſed, I proceed unto rhe Doubis, where 


in the firſt place thoſe which we meet 
with concerning the material Cauſe ſhall 
be examined and diſcuſſed ar this Time. 
The firſt Doubt is De Materia impoſſi- 


bili, of a Matter in it ſelf impoſſible, con- 


cerning which [ fay in the firſt place, 
no Law ought to be made concerning a 
Matter altogether Impoſſible ; If ſuch 
a Law be made, it is Tyrannical , 
and by right null, and obligeth no 
Man in Conſcience. The firſt Reaſon 
is, becauſe that Laws are made in relati- 
on to Acts, as, to be ated by a Man 
who is a free Agent; now Liberty ſpeak- 


eth a Power unto both, but in Things 
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Of the OBLIGATION of 
impoſſible there is no ſuch liberty of 


Power, as by it ſelf is manifeſt, Second- 
ly. no Man by right can be obliged to the 


Performance of that, the Omiſſion where- 
of cannot be imputed as a Fault unto him, 
nor ought to be imputed to him for Paniſh- 


ment ( for every Obligation is either to a 


Fault, or to a Puniſhment, or to both) but 
the Omiſſion of a Thing impoſſible cannot 
be imputed to any Man for a Fault, nor 
ought it to be imputed to any one for 
a Puniſhment : Ergo, &c. But that there 
is no Obligation of a Thing impoſſible 
(whether it be impoſſible by the Nature of 
the Thing, or by Circumſtances, or any 


other Way) hath already by me been pro- 
ved in my Treatiſe of the Obligation of an 


Oath, and there is no need of Repetition. 

VII. I fay in the ſecond place; A 
Law which is poſſible to ſome, but ſeem- 
eth to many other, or to but few, or 
peradventure but to one or two to be 
impoſſible, may lawfully be made, if it 
be uſeful to the Common-wealth, but 
not unleſs there be ſome extraordinary 
great Cauſe, and a manifeſt Neceſſity doth 
require it; but being made it doth oblige 
all thoſe who are able to keep it, but nor 


thoſe who cannot keep it; as if ſome - 


great Tribute were commanded for the 
neceſſary Uſe of the Common-wealth, 
forthe Payment whereof ſome of the Sub- 
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jects are nothing ſo able as others. Thoſe 
who are ſo poor that they cannot pay 
the Sum which the Law lays upon them, 


are not bound in Conſcience to do that 


which they are unable to perform, as is . 

already apparent by the Propoſition above 
mentioned : Nevertheleſs they are obli- 

ged to make their Addreſſes to thoſe who 

are over them, and openly, and ſincerely 

and without the leaſt Falſhood, ro pro- 

feſs the Slenderneſs of their Eſtate, and 

unleſs they can prevail to be quite ex- 

empted from the Law, or to procure a 
Remiſſion of ſome part of the Sum with 

which they are taxed, they are to bring Mz), %: 7% 
into the Publick as great a part of it, as e Mery, 26 


5 r ,. 
poſſibly they can; for he who cannot N, Get x 


do what he ought to do, he yet ought Ha , 2 


to do what he is able to do. tere uod pof- 
VIII. The ſecond doubt is, concer- Vn, 9% # im 
ning a thing commanded by the Law, ee pet's 
not impoſſible, but very grievous, and os 
very burthenſome, and which the Sub- 
ect cannot perform without great In- 
convenience, Loſs, Danger of Life, and 
the Ruin of his whole Eſtate; I ſay in 
the firſt place, That in this caſe the Law- 
giver (if he foreſeeth this will come to 
paſs) ought to uſe ſome Caution in the 
Clauſes of that Law, and as conveniently 
as he can, he is to provide a Remedy 
for this Evil; And if it cannot fo 12 
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Of the OBLIGATION of 


be done in the Form of the Law it ſelf 
( leſt ſubtile and deceitful Knaves, and 
roo much intent to their own profit may 
thereby find a Hole to eſcape, and ſo e- 
Inde the Force of the Law ) yet what 
poſſibly in him lyeth, he ought to pro- 
vide, that in the Execution of that Law 
ſome Qualification may be had, leſt a 


Law otherwiſe profitable and neceſſary 


may become a Snare or a Detriment to 
any honeſt Man. I fay in the ſecond 


place, That the Subject, though ſo heavi- 


ly taxed, is nevertheleſs bound in Con- 
ſcience to obey that Law, although with 
the Ruin of his whole Eſtate, if any e- 
vident or neceſſary Cauſe for the Good 
of the Common-wealth doth ſo require. 
For Example, ſuppoſe a hoſtile Army 


be invading the Kingdom, if a Law be 
made that all the Corn in the Fields, for 


ſome Miles, not far from the Shore, be 
ſpoiled, and all the Corn in the Barnes 
or Ricks which cannot be carried away, 
be burned, and that all the Houſes in the 
Suburbs be pulled down, and that all the 
Sluces thereabouts ſhall be opened, and 
the Fields be drowned; every Citizen 
and ſubject is directly bound to obey 
this Law, and cheerfully, and willingly 
to obey the Commands thereof, and with 
the Loſs of his own Goods to redeem 
the publick Safety, and not only upon 
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that account, that his Country being be- 
trayed to his Enemies by his unſeaſonable 
Par ſimoniouſneſs, it is ſure enough that 
every private Perſon will be ſuddenly ſen- 
ſible of the enſuing Calamity, but eſpe- 
cially out of the Conſcience of his du- 
ty; becauſe that every good Man is to 


prefer the publick above all private In- 


tereſts. I ſay in the third place, That 
a ſubject, unleſs ſome remarkable Neceſſi- 
ty doth appear, or Fear of publick Dan- 
ger, is ordinarily not obliged to obey a 
Law that is ſo extremely burthenſome as 
to bring with it the certain Ruin of his 
whole Eſtate, or the imminent Danger 
of his Life; but he is bound, as gene- 


rally hath been already ſpoken, (and 


which almoſt in all Caſes I would have 


you to obſerve, that we may need not 


any more to repeat it to you, ) to 
make not the leaſt Reſiſtance, but pati- 
ently to endure whatſoever Injury or 
Contumely ſhall be brought upon him 
by the ſeperior Powers. 


IX. The third Doubt, is concern- 


ing Things neceſſary, as if the Law of 
Men ſhould command any thing which 
was neceſſary before, and commanded by 
the Law of God, or ſorbid any thing 
which was before unlawful and prohibi- 
ted by the Law of God: What is the 
Obligation in this Caſe? Tanſwer ys 
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That the Subje& by this Law is abſolutely 
obliged ; For firſt, the Obligation which 


was in force before by the Law of God 


doth not hinder the Effect of the Law 
of Man by excluding a new obligation; 
for a Man by many Bonds may be ob- 
liged to the performance of one and the 
fame Duty, as I have already declared 
in the former Lecture; to which reaſon 
we may alſo add another, which is that 
oftentimes the Law of Man doth add 
ſomething to the Law of God, to wit, 
by determining the Act, as to the ſub- 
ſtance of it commanded by the Law of 
God, and therefore neceſſary, as to the 


Manner, Quantity or ſome other Circum- 


ftance of it which was free before, or 
by adding ſome Determination to the 
Law of God prohibiting a thing unlaw- 
ful, as to the Degree of the Crime, or 
the Manner of the Puniſhment, or the 
Meaſure of it, or other things of the 
like nature: for Examples ſake, it is by 
Divine Right that there ſhould be pub- 
lick Congregations to perform the Duties 
of Divine Worſhip; but at what Hour 
the People ſhall meet, and in what Place, 
what Form of Words are to be uſed, 
and what muſt be the Geſture of the 
Body, the ſeveral parts of the Service, 
and other things of the ſame Nature, 
are all of them to be determined by Hu- 
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mane Conſtitutions. In the ſame man- 
ner, the Law of God forbiddeth Theft | 
to be committed, but what kind of Theft | 
is to be animadvertiſed againſt with ſuch \ | 
a Puniſhment, and whar with another ö 
ä Puniſhment, is from the Laws of Man: 1 


From this Determination of a general 
| thing and undetermined by the Law of 
| FF God, the Law of Man hath this Privi- 
1 
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lege, thar it can induce a new Obliga- * 

tion on the Conſcience of the Subject, nl 
ö not only different from the firſt Obli- 10 
gation in Number, and in reſpect of the i 
foo Term, becauſe it is of another Dependen- 1 
cp, but alſo diverſe in the Species, and 1 
. in reſpect of the Matter, becauſe it is [| 

= exerciſed on another Object; for the 18 
> | firſt Obligation, which ariſeth from the # 
- þ Law of God is to the thing it ſelf as 38 
it is a Subſtance; bur this Obligation b 
5 which the Laws of Men do ſuper- induce, 1 
- is to the Manner of the thing, or to the |. 
7 NF Circumſtance of it. 
1 X. The fourth Doubt, is of a thing 1 
that is foul and unlawful, which is in- 1 


5 

. deed a Doubt of great Moment, and con- 
; taineth many Caſes: For almoſt all the 
5 


— - 


x 
TH 

a 
1 7 
12; 


Conditions which are required to the 
right Conſtitution of Laws, are reduced 
. to Juſtice alone. And not only for tat 
reaſon, that univerſal Juſtice doth in her Hats To vophie 
Circle comprehend all Vertues ; bur eſ- , fe 
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Of the OBLIGATION of 


pecially for this reaſon, that particular 

uſtice, and more ſpecifically that Juſtice 
which is called Legal Juſtice, is above all 
other Vertues the chief and the only Pil- 
lar of Common-wealths and all humane 
Societies. Concerning this Doubt; In 
the firſt place it is queſtioned, Whether 
an unjuſt Law ought to be made for the 
Publick profit. Of which Opinion was 
Nicho. Mac hiavel, who affirmed, that 
the due Matter ot Laws, whether juſt, 
or unjuſt, was that which was moſt 
commodious for the preſerving and the 
encreaſing of a politick Sate; for when, 
in his Opinion, the End of Civil Pow- 
er is the Preſervation of it ſe:f, and the 
Encreaſe of Sovereignty, which Power 


cannot vigorouſly be preſerved, much 


leſs the Sovereignty, enlarged, if all the 
Laws, apd Counſels of Princes were ex- 
amined according to the exact Rule of 
of Juſtice, and honeſty. It concerned 
thoſe who ſat at the Helm, ſo to bend 
(as Occaſion ſhould require) the Rule 
of Honeſty, as to make it ſubſervient to 
the publick Advantage; for the End in 
all things is to know how beſt to mea- 
ſure thoſe things that are of a middle 
Nature. Whatſoever was the Opinion 
of Machiavel, this was certainly the Judg- 
ment of a Perſonage of great account a- 
mongſt the Lacedemoniaus, who openly 

pro- 
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pronounced, That was moſt honeſt to the 
Spartans which was moſt profitable to 
them. To confirm this Opinion, that of 
Horace is alledged, Ipſa utilitas juſti prope Hor.1. Sat. 3. 
mater et equi. Profit almoſt the very 
Mother of Juſticeand Equity. And how 
thriving a Principle this is, may be pro- 
ved by the Example and ſucceſs of the 
Turks, who relying on this Foundation, 
moſt happily have far and near extended 
the Bounds of their Empire throughout 
Aſia, Africa, and Europe. And to ſpeak 
the truth, had not ſome Men ( who above 
all others do profeſs themſelves to be Chriſt- 
1ans, nay the only Chriſtians, and delight 
to be called the Reformers, and the Re- 
ſtorers of the purer Religion) made a 
great uſe of this moſt wicked Princi- 
ple, the Chriſtian World had not every 
where groaned under fo many Sacrileges, 
Perjuries, Seditions, Wars, Tumults, and 
Tyrannies. | 

XI. But on the other ſide; Princes 

on Earth ought not to abuſe that Pow- 
er which they have received from God, 
againſt his Will, or otherwiſe than he 
intended; for this Power 1s not given 
them ſo much as to Lords, as it is in- 
truſted to them by God as his Miniſt- 
ers, Ae H Nes and Nelxerol, Rom. 1 Jo + 6. 
It is intruſted to them upon that Ac- 
count, thar they ſhould work Righte- 
7 | M 2 ouſneſs, 
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Of the O BL IGATION of 


ouſneſs, and not exerciſe Tyranny, and 
an unjuſt Domination. And this is ma- 


nifeſt by the very Words of the Text; 


By me Kings Reign, and Princes decree 
guſt Things; As if to Reign, and truly 
to be a Prince, were nothing elſe but 


to decree thoſe things which are juſt and 


righteous. And the Prophets do every 
where denounce the moſt ſevere Anger 
and vengeance of God, againſt thoſe Kings 
and Princes who had decreed unjuſt Judg- 
ments, and had meditated Iniquity as a 
Law, Neither 1s the Inlargement of Em- 
pire the End of Civil Power, as the 
Politicians of this World do affirm, but 
the Preſervation of the People in Tran- 
quillity, and peace, with all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 2. For Juſtice 
(if there be any other) is the beſt pre- 
ſerver of the publick peace. And as the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith doth procure and 


conſerve the inward Peace of the Con- 


ſcience; ſo legal Juſtice doth preſerve the 
outward Peace of the Common-wealth, 
the Fruit of Fuſtice, faith the Prophet, 
ſhall be Peace; and the Theban Poet, cal- 
ſeth Quietneſs the Daughter of Juſtice. 
Neither is that the Meaning of Horace, 
as if Honeſty were meerly to be mea- 


ſured by profit, the Scope of his Senſe is | 


far otherwiſe, co wit, that Men wild at 
firſt, and wandering, by the Obſervation 
| of 
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of the publick Profit, and the common 
Good, were brought at the laſt ro draw 
together into one Body, and maintain 
Societies, and by juſt Laws and Puniſh- 
ments to reſtrain Injuries, and Wicked- 
neſs. The Arguments drawn from the 
Turks (whom it appears that God eſpe- 
cially had raiſed up, and made them as 
his Scourge to correct the great Perfidi- 
ouſneſs, and other Sins of the Chriſtians) 
or from any others, to maintain a bad 
Cauſe by the proſperous Succeſs that did 
attend it, do ſavour rather of the Alcoran 
of ſome abominable Miſcreant, than of 
the Purity of the Goſpel of our Saviour 
Chriſt. 

XII. The ſecond Queſtion is, Whe- 
ther an unjuſt Law (though it ought not 
to be made, yet being made) may oblige 
the Conſcience of the Subject ſo far, as to 
be bound to obſerve it? For many Things 
there are which ought not to be done, 
yet being done are valid : And it may 
ſo come to paſs, that what could not 
without Sin be commanded, yet with- 
out Sin may be performed, as abundant- 
ly we have confirmed in our fore-going 
Lectures. The reaſon of this Doubt is, 
Becauſe that true Obedience is no Diſpu- 


treſs; for the Practice of Obedience doth 
properly conſiſt in this, to ſubject ones 


ſelf to the Will of another without the 


leaſt 
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O the OBLIGATION of 


leaſt Murmur or Diſpute : Nimis delicata 
eſt Obedientia, ſaith Bernard, que tranſit in 
genus Cauſe deliberatioum; That Obedience 
is too delicate when it comes once to be ſo 
deliberate, as to inquire after the Cauſe 
thereof. But I anſwer briefly, the Con- 
ſcience of the Subject is not bound by 
that Law. It was my firſt Concluſion 
in the former Lecture, and confirmed 


by many Arguments; and if any Man 


be yet unſatisfied, it may be further pro- 
ved: For no inferior Power can oblige 
againſt the Will of the ſuperior Power; 
therefore the Power of God being above 
all the Power of Men, there is no Pow- 
er of any Man whatſoever that can oblige 
againſt the Will of God, who by his 


Law hath forbidden all wicked and fi]- 


thy Things; from whence is that of 
St. Auguſtin, There can be ſeen no Law 
which is not juſt. And by this Rea'on, 
the Argument drawn from that of Obe- 


dience is an{wered, by granting that the 


Subject ought to ſubmit himſelf without 
Diſpute to the Will of his Superior, to 
wit, the ſupreme Superior, into whoſe 
Will, all Obedience is ultimately reſolv- 
ed; and not of the ſubordinate Superior, 
if it appeareth that his Will is averſe to 
the ſupreme Superior: Now, God is ab- 
ſolutely the chief Commander, the bare 
Signification of whoſe Will is ſuffici- 

ent 
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HUMANE LAWS. 
ent to induce an Obligation of Obedi- 


ence, eſpecially ſince it is moſt certain, 
that his Will cannot be unjuſt. There- 


fore Abraham obeyed God commanding 2/9 jube Bo- 


thoſe . which if God himſelf had , probibet 

Deus: & ego 
[ udiam homi- 
not only to be hard, and unjuſt, but hs 


impious and full of wickedneſs; to wit, Des? Bernard. 
that his Father, his Country and Kind- Epiſt. 7. 
red, being all abandoned, he ſhould be- 


not given him the Charge, might ſeem 


come a poor baniſhed Man, and travel 
into a remote, and an unknown Country; 
nay, that with his own Hand he ſhould 
cut the Throat of his own Son, in whom 
alone was not only all the Comfort, and 
the Succour of his Age, but all the Hope 
of the Promiſes of God, and that he 
ſhould lay him on the Altar, and offer 
him as a Sacrifice to that God who com- 
manded of him ſuch cruel Things. He 
did rightly indeed, and as it became a 


Man who deferved to be called the Fa- 


ther of the Faithful, and to be the ſingu- 
lar Example of an unſhaken Faith to all 
the World; without the leaſt Heſitation, 
and with a moſt willing Obedience he 
made himſelf ready to put in Execution 
the Commands of God. But as for the 
Commandments of Men, ſeeing that eve- 
ry Man is lyable to Error and Sin, and 
his Will may be depraved, it is very law- 
ful, nay, where there is a juſt Cauſe of 

Suſpicion, 
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Of the OBLIGATION of 


Suſpicion, it is needful alſo, to examine 


and to try them. That Admonition of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Thefſ. 5. 2. Try all Things, 


and keep that which is good, may with | 


great right and as fitly be applyed to the 


Commands of the Superiours, as to the 
Inſtructions of Teachers, of whom not- 


withſtanding St. Paul in that place doth ; 
eſpecially ſpeak. Away then with the 
Haughtineſs and proud Commands of o- 


ver-lording Spirits; ic volo, fic jubeo; This 
will I have, This I do command: Away 
with the baſe Flattery of the Papiſts, who 
think it a Sin for any Man in any Man- 


ner whatſoever, to ſuſpect the Dictates 


of their Lateran ore: Away with their 
blind Obedience, by which thoſe that 
enter into their Religious Houſes do by 
a vow oblige themſelves to obey their Su- 
periors in every thing, and in all things 
without diſtinction. Gs 
XIII. In the third place it 1s pro- 


Pura mala, ut pounded ; Whether it be lawful for a 


nunguam juſte 
juberi, fit nec 
licite poſſunt 
fieri. Bernard. 
Epiſt. 7. 


Subject to depart from his own Right, 
and although he be not obliged, yet of 
his own accord to obey ſuch an evil 
Law? I anſwer, it is not lawful: For 
the Law of God doth ſimply oblige to 


the not doing of any thing that is evil, Wi 


or unlawful ; therefore an unjuſt Law 
(J underſtand unjuſt in that ſenſe in 
which we now ſpeak, as unjuſt in Re- 


lation 


* 
# 9 
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lation to the Matter) cannot lawfully x 
be kept, becauſe God cannot lawfully 

be offended. For whatſoever is repug- 
nant to the Law of God, or to the Light 
of Nature known and written in our 
Hearts, or revealed in the written Word, 
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is not to be admitted by a Chriſtian, ei- | 
ther to avoid any particular Detriment 1 
| whatſoever, or the ſcandal of our Neigh- " 1M 
bours; or to promote the Favour; or to 1 
decline the hatred of our Superiors; Da 9 
74 


veniam Imperator, tu Carceremi, ille Ge- 
hennam, were the Words of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, Excuſe us Emperor, you 
can only condemn us to priſon, but God 
unto Hell. And ſo before them, ſaid 


=1 
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the Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
_ cher it be right in the ſight of God, to Act. 47. g. | 
__ bark: unto you rather than unto God, 1 
judge je. And before them, the three 1 
young Men of the Hebrews in the third | 


of Daniel; Be it known unto thee O King, Daniel 3. 18. 
that we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor or- þ 
fhip the Golden Image which thou haſt Jer 
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XIV. In the fourth place, it is de- | 
manded, What Law is to be thought fo - 
unjuſt, that is not only nohbliging, but 4 
morcover it is unlawful to obey it? I an- 4 
ſwer, a Law may be ſaid to be unjuſt [| 
for manifold Conſiderations ; Firſt, if it . [| 
de made by one who is not inveſted _. 1 
* | N with 1 
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with a lawful Power, and fo it is un- 

juſt propter defectum Fuſtitie Commutative, 

for the defect of juſtice commutat, ve, be- 

cauſe the Law-giver aſſumeth more than 

is due or by right doth belong unto 

him; it doth not therefore oblige the 
Subject to Obedience; nevertheleſs the 
Subject if it feems expedient to him, and 

he be not otherwiſe hindred, may depart 

from his own Right, and obey that Law. 
2 Secondly, in Conſidgation of the Final 


cauſe, it it doth not tend to the pub- 


lick Good, nor preferve the Rights due 

unto the Commonalty. And this Law 

is unjuſt by reaſon of the Defect of that 

Juſtice which they call Legal, which al- 

ways intendeth the common Good, and 

that the Republick may receive no-De- 

triment. But this Law, howſoever it be 

unjuſt, doth notwithſtanding oblige the 

Subject, for the Subject is no compe- 

Obri mis i- tent nor fit judge of Legal Fuſtice; and 
Teri, 4 if by his Obedience any thing doth 
5 eee follow which is either incommodious, 
a. FE 3 _ W 
54. Homer. or noxious to the Common- wealth, it is 
Iliad. 4. not to be imputed to him, who per form- 
ed his Mir Il enough, but to the 


ſupreme Magiſtrate, whoſe Duty it was 
to provide for the Preſervation and Ad- 
3- _vancementof the publick Good. Third- 


ly, in conſideration of the Formal Cauſe, 
if the Law by an unequal — 
an 


_- 
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and not by Merit of the Citizens, doth 
diſpence and diſtribute Burdens and Fa- 
vors, Puniſhments and Rewards, this Law 
is unjuſt by reaſon of the Defe& of Juſt- 
ice diſtributive, which commandeth to 
give all things by Equity to every one, 
as every one hath deſerved: And this 
Law, howſoever it be unjuſt, doth not- 
withſtanding oblige, as well as that, of 
which but now I ſpoke, and for the 
ſame Cauſe; for the Diſpenſation of theſe 
things doth not belong to the Office 
of a Subject, but of the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate. Fourthly, in Conſideration of + 
the material Cauſe, of which we do now 
diſcourſe; if the Law. doth command a- 
ny thing that is baſe, diſhoneſt, or any 
ways unlawful, the ſaid Law is unjuſt, 
for the Defect of that Juſtice which is 
called Vniverſal, which requireth a due 
Rectitude in every Action: And this a- 
lone is ſo far from obliging the Subject 
to Obedience, that it doth altogether ob- 
lige him to render no Obedience to it. 
XV. It is demanded in the fifth place, 
What Juſtice is required, and how much 
of it will ſufſice as to this, that a Law 
may be ſaid to be juſt, and eſteemed ob- 
ligatory? For anſwer, I ſay in the firſt 
place, It is not neceſſarily required, that 
what by the Law is commanded, ſhould 
be juſt poſtively, which the Philoſophers 


call 
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call Honeſt, that is, that it may bean 
Act of ſome Virtue, but it doth ſuffice, 
if it be jaſt negatively, that is, if be it 


not unjuſt, or "ſhameful, as are Acts of 


all Vices; otherwiſe there could no Laws 
be made of things of a middle nature, 
or of things indifferent, which notwith- 


ſtanding (as by and by ſhall be mani- 


feſt ) are the molt apt matter of Laws. 
T ſay in the ſecond place, Grant that ſome 
Law be unjuſt, in regard of the Cauſe effi- 
cient, or the final, or the formal Cauſe, 


in any of thoſe reſpects newly mentioned. 
yet if there be no Defect of Juſtice in re- 
ſpect of the material Cauſe, that is, If 
by the Force and Power of the Law the 


Act to be performed by the Subject be 
ſuch, that he may put it in Execution 
without any fin of his own, that Juſtice 
of it is ſufficient to induce the obligation. 
XVI. But leſt the Subject ( too li- 
centiouſly to withdraw himſelf from the 
Yoak of the Law ) ſhould give ſome 
Pretence for his Diſobedience ( as it is a 
Wonder to ſee how many men do ſuffer 
themſelves to be deceived by this Paralo- 


giſm) and ſhould allege that the Law 


dorh ſeem too unjuſt unto him, and which 
with a good Conſcience he cannot obey, 
and therefore ought not to obey ; for this 


they ſay were to obey with a doubting 


Conſcience, which cannot be without 


Y, 
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Sin, as the Apoſtle teacheth Rom. 14. | 
23. For whatſoever is not of Faith, is | 
Sin; It is neceſſary therefore in the ſixth 1 

| 


place, to inquire farther, and to demand, 1 — 
hat certainty is required to know whe- N i 
ther any Law be unjuſt or not, that ſo 
a Subject may be ſecure in his Conſcience _ 
whether he be bound or not bound to 1 
the Obſervation of it. I anſwer in the | 1 
firſt place, If the Law be manifeſtly, i, i 
and notoriouſly unjuſt, it is certain that . 
the Subject is not bound to the obſerva- in 
tion of it; which is alſo to be athrmed, '*1 
if by any moral certainty ( after ſome due | 
diligence in ſearching out the Truth) | 
he judgeth it to be ſimply unjuſt. I by | 
in the ſecond place; If out of any con- 2, 1 
firmed Error of his Judgment, which it | 
is not eaſy for him to leave, he thinks 
the Law to be unjuſt, when indeed it is 
not, yet for all that Error in his mind, 
| the Obligation of the Law doth fill re- 
main, inſomuch that he is guilty of Sin, 
if he doth not obey it ; but ſhould fin 
more grievoufly, if, that Error nor yet 
left off, he ſhould obey ir. Of this Caſe 
we ſhall have a greater Opportunity to 
ſpeak, when (if God ſhall permit) we 
ſhall come to the Compariſon 'of both 
the ſorts of Obligations. I ſay in the 
third place; If out of ſome light doubt 
or ſcruple he ſuſpects it may be fo, at 
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the Law is unjuſt, that ſcruple is to be 


contemned, and the Law altogether to 
be obeyed : And no man under the pre- 


tence of his tender Conſcience, is to ex- 
cuſe himſelf from the neceſſity of gi- 


ving obedience to it. | 
XVII. I ſay in the fourth place; 
( And I would ro God that thoſe whole 
Cuſtom it is to defend their groſs Dil- 
obedience under the Pretence of their 
tender Conſciences, would give due At- 


tention to it) If becauſe of ſome proba- 
ble Reaſons appearing on both ſides, the 
Subject cannot eaſily determine with him 


ſelf whether the Law be right or not, 


inſomuch that his Mind is in a great In- 


certainty, and knows not which way to 
incline; he is bound in this caſe, actually 


to obey it, ſo that he ſinneth if he obey- 


eth it not, and doth not fin if he obey- 


eth it. My reaſon is; Firſt, Becauſe by 


the Rule of Equity, In dubiis potior eſt 
conditio poſſidentis, In doubtful things the 
Condition of the Paſſeſſor is the better. 


Therefore when there is a Caſe at 


Law betwixt the Law-maker, and the Ci- 
tizen, unleſs there be ſome apparent Rea- 
ſon to the contrary, it is preſumed al- 
ways to be on the fide of \ Law-ma- 
ker againſt the Citizen, as being in the 


Poſſeſſion of right. But if there appears 


any ſound Reaſon to the contrary,” the 
* Caſe 
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Caſe is altered, becauſe it is againſt the 
ſuppoſition of Reaſon; for we then ſup- 
poſe that they contend in Law, one hav- 
ing as much Right as the other. The 
ſecond Reaſon ariſeth from another Rule 
of Law; In re dabia tutior pars eſt eligen- 
da, In a doubtful Caſe, the ſafer part is to 
be choſen: And its ſaſer to obey the Con- 
ſcience doubting, than the Conſcience 
doubting not to obey ; becauſe it is ſafer, 
in the Honour due unto Superiors, to ex- 
deed in the Mode that is due unto them, 
than to be defective in it. The third 
Reaſon proceedeth from the ſame Rule; 
for generally it is ſafer for a Man to ſup- 
poſe himſelf to be obliged, when he is 
free, than to ſuppoſe himſelf free, when 
he is indeed obliged. For ſeeing by the 
inbred Depravation of the Heart of Man, 
we fin oftner by too much Boldneſs, 
than by too much Fear, and are more 
rone than it becomes us, to the licenti- 
ouſneſs of the Fleſh, and leſs patient to 
bear the Burthen,unleſs we were through- 
ly before hand reſolved to obey thoſe 
Laws which are not apparently unjuſt, 
the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and the Craft of 
the old Serpent, would ſuggeſt unto us Ex- 
cuſes enough which would retard and 


hinder us from the Performance of our 
Duties. And ſo much of the 4th Doubt. 


XVIII. The fifth followeth ; Of the 
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permiſſive Law of Evil; Whether it be Jaws 

ful, and how far lawful? And whether 
it be obligatory, and how far obliging ? 
Where in the firſt place we are to obferve; 
That an evil Thing may three Ways be 


admitted by the Law, that is to ſay, pri- 


patively, negatively, and poſſitively. Privative- 
ly to be permitted is the very lame, which 


is pretermitred by the Law-giver: And in 


this Senſe all thoſe Things are permitted, 
concerning the Forbidding of which, or 
the Putiſhing of which, the Laws do 
determine nothing. That negatively is 
permitted, the Exerciſe whereof the Laws 
do define and limit with certain Bounds, 


within which thoſe are ſaſe and without 


fault, who do contain themſelves, hut thoſe 
who do exceed them, are to be puniſhed 
by the Law: And in this ſenſe, the Laws 
of moſt Nations do permit of Dſury. 

Thirdly, that is permitted poſitively, the 
Exerciſe whereof is tolerated under a cer- 


tain pay of ſome Tribute; and thus Houſes 
of Incontinence are permitted at Rome. 


XIX. This Diſtinction being premi- 


ſed; In the firſt Place I affirm, That 
priuativeiy many Evils are neceſſarily to- 
lerated in all Common-wealths; for it is 
impoſſible that the Laws ſhould extend 
themſelves to all the Species and Kinds 


of vitious Acts, or that all Kind of Sin 


ſhould be reſtrained by humane Laws. 
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be Law of God hath this only which is ad- 


mirable and peculiar to it ſelf, that it alone 


commandeth all Things that are to be 


done, and forbiddeth all Things that are 
to be avoided. Now in this Permiſſion 
there is no place for Obligation; for it is 
neceſſary that every Obligation ſhould a- 
riſe from ſome Act, and not by the Pri- 
vation of an Act, or a Non- At, I ſay 
in the ſecond Place, that the negative 
Permiſſion of Evil may be lawful; for 
if there be ſome Evils that cannot be 
quite taken away without ſome great In- 
convenience to the Publick, it pertaineth 
to the political Prudence of Government, 
ſo to moderate the Uſe of it, and cir- 
cumſcribe it within certain Bounds, as to 
make it ſubſervient to the publick Profit: 
And this by the Example of God him- 
ſelf, who permitted the Divorce of Wives 
to the People of Ifrael, to that purpoſe, 
as Chriſt the moſt excellent Interpreter 


of the Law expounds it, Left by the hard- Ma-. 19. 8. 


#eſs of their Hearts, and the unbridled rough- 
neſs and cruelty of Hubands to their Wroes, 
there ſhould ariſe more grievous inconveni- 
ences. I fay in the third Place; That by 
this Law, there is no Man, notwithſtand- 
ing, obliged to perform that which this 
Law permitteth ; for the End of Permiſ- 
ſion is, not that that be done which by 
this Law is permitted, but that As 
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be done beyond that which the ſaid Laws 
ermit. Therefore as the Permiſſion it 
ſelf is only negative, ſo it induceth only 
a negative Obligation; that is, the Sub- 
ject is obliged to do if he pleaſeth what 
the Law permitteth, and not to exceed 


the Bounds which that Law preſcribeth. 


FE fay in the fourth Place, That the po- 
fitive Permiſſion of Evil is not lawful, if 
there be more, or more grievous Evils 
which follow that Perm:ſhon, than thoſe 
are for the Remedy whereof it was pre- 


tended; efpecially if to the Permiſſion and 
Impoſit ion of a filthy Thing, there is ad- 


ded a Sufpicien of filthy Lucre. I ſay 
in the fith Place, That by ſuch a Law, 
no Man is bound to the Performance of 
that which is permitted; nay for all the 
Permiſſion of that Law, every Man is 
obliged to a on- performance: My Rea- 
fon is, as to the former part, Becauſe it 
is againſt the Nature of a permiſſion to ob- 
lige, for a Permifhon granteth Liberty, 
and every Obligation is a kind of a Bond. 
As to the latter part, Becauſe we fuppoſe 
that what by the Law of Man is fo permit- 
ted, is of it {elf evil, and by the Law of 
God, we are obliged not to do Evil: The 


Permiſſion therefore of Evil, as it is a bare 


Permiffion, doth oblige no Man to the Per- 


formance, but as it is che permiſſion of E- 


vil, it doth oblige every Man not to do that 
which is permitted. XX. But 
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XX. But it hath often heretofore been 
ſpoken, that every law hath a Power ob- 
ligative, which fo individually doth ac- 
company it, as but to grant the Law, the 
Obligation muſt neceſſarily follow, and 
take away the Obligation you take away 
alſo the Law with it. It may therefore 
be objected, that we muſt hereupon ei- 
ther deny the permiſſive Law to be a Law, 
or acknowledge it doth oblige. To an- 
ſwer to this Objection, we need not fly 
ſo far as to deny the Law permiſſive to be 
a Law, which we do acknowledge not 
only to be a Law, but a Law properly ſo 
called. Certainly that Moſaical Law of 
Divorce mentioned Mat. 19. though it 
comes by name of Permiſſion, Machs 1 
7:6», in the eighth Verſe, yet in the ſe- 
venth Verſe of the ſame Chapter it s cal- 
led a command, Mwcns weTEiAg]e. What, 
and is not the yery name of a Law every 
where given to it, and is not the Defini- 
tion of that Name as congruous to it as 
to a Law either commanding or forbidding 
ſomething to be done; ſo that it cannct 
be denyed bur that the Law 1s predicated 
of them all ##ivecally and as a Genus in re- 
ference to its Species? Is it not then to be 
granted, that the Subject by this Law is 
obliged? I do fo conceive it altogether 
to be granted; which that it may more 
tightly be -underftood to be not incohe- 
© 2 rent 
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rent with thoſe Things which have been 
already ſpoken of a permiſſive Law, I ſay 


in the ſixth Place, That every Law per- 


miſſive, as it is a Law, doth oblige the 
Subject in his Conſcience to the Obſer- 
vation of it. The Reaſon is manifeſt ; for 
an Obligation ( as often ir hath been al- 
ready ſpoken) is a neceſſary Effect of the 
Law, and not to be ſevered from it; 
which that it may not ſeem to be quite 
contrary to what now hath been deliver- 
ed, theſe two Things are to be obſerved, 
which therefore the more remarkably 
J ſhall give unto you; The firſt, that I 


ſaid the permiſſive Law doth oblige to 


the Obſervation of it : Now it 1s one 
Thing that the Subject is obliged to the 


_ Obſervation of the Law, which I ſtill 
affirm; and another Thing that the Sub- 
ject is obliged to do that which the Law 


permitteth, which J have before denyed, 


and do deny it ſtill, The ſecond, that 


I faid the permiſſive Law, as a Law, doth 
oblige, which is true; but I did not ſay 
it did oblige, as it was permiſſive, for 


that is falſe; becauſe we are to know, 


that the Force of a permiſſive Law, as it 
is a Law, doth not conſiſt in the Per- 
miſhon it ſelf, which being differentia di- 
viffua, but a diviſfve difference of the Law, 
it muſt needs come in Order after it, as 
every different ajviſive is by nature in a 

DP 9 poſterior 


Of the OnL1GatioN of 


poſterior place to the Genus which doth 
divide 1t and preſuppoſe it, bur is for the 
moſt part expreſſly or at leaſt virtually 
contained in that preception which is as it 
were the conſtitutive and formal Difference 
of the Law, and in the very Words of the 
Law it ſelf: For this Preception is that 
from whence the Obligation of the Sub- 
ject doth firſt ariſe, and to which his O- 
bedience is ultimately terminated : I will 
make it manifeſt unto you by Example. 
By rea'on of the Neceſlity of borrowing 
of Money, the Maker of the Law per- 
mitteth Uſury in a moderate Proportion 
amongſt the Citizens, a Puniſhinent be- 
ing denounced to thoſe who ſhall excecd 
by taking more Ule than the Law allows. 
I will not here define whether Uſury be 
fimply, and in every kind of it, unlaw- 
ful or not, neither doth it belong to my 
prefent Purpoſe ; nevertheleſs this is cer- 
rain, that were it never ſo lawful, no Man 
by that Permiſſion is obliged to the ex- 
erciſing of it. But in this Law beſides 
this Permiſſion which obliges no Man, 
there are two Things which belonging 
to the Precept of the Law, have there- 
upon from the Intention of the Law-giver 


a Force of obliging the Citizens to the 


Obſervation of them: One whereof is 
enjoyned formally and in expreſs Words, 
to wit, That no man exact monies be- 


yond 
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yond the Allowance preſcribed in the 
Law; the other virtually and by Conſe. 
quence, that no Man be puniſhed for 
trading in Uſury as it is by that Lay 
permitted. To conclude therefore in 4 
Word, the Precept or Injunction of the 
permiſſive Law doth oblige all Subjects, 
but the Permiſſion no Man. 

XXII. The fixth Doubt is of Things 
indifferent, and of a middle Nature. 
Now theſe Things indifferent, or of: 
middle Nature are ſuch, all the Specie 
whereof are neither commanded nor for- 
bidden by any Divine Law, ( natural, or 
politive.) They are therefore of them- 
ſelves, and of their own Nature, lawful 
to be obſerved as they are not forb dden, 
and free to be obſerved as they are not 
commanded. There were ſome of an O- 


pinion that there ought no Laws of Man 


to be made concerning Things indiffer- 


ent, but of thoſe Things only which are 


of a natural, or a divine right, and there- 


upon they ſaid, that Civil Laws were | 
not ſo much the Conſtitutives of a new | 
Law, as the Declaratives of the old, and | 


Explications and Evolutions of the Di- 
vine will. But what need we to confute 


an Opinion fo abhorring from all ſound 
Reaſon, that rather to the contrary we | 


may rightly judge, that theſe Things in- 
ly 
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the ly moſt fit Matter of Humane Laws? 
nſe. | For we are bound to the Obſervation of 
for thoſe Things which God hath command- 
aw cd, although the Commands of all Men 
n 2 | whatſoever are either ſilent, or do con- 
the tradict them; and as for thoſe Things 
&s | which by God are forbidden, we are 

obliged to the not Performance of them, 
ng: the Laws of Men being ſilent, or never ſo 
Ire | importunarely commanding them. There- 
fi fore theſe things indifferent do remain, as a 
cin large Field in which the Power of Man 


or- might exerciſe it ſelf, and put forth its 


or] Force by inducing an Obligation where 
m- there was none before. That manifeſtly 
fulÞ it may appear that the civil Magiſtrate in 
en, Things indifferent, and which before any 
10t Act of his, were free to both, may ſtate and 
5-1 decree ſomething on either ſide, by d-.ter- 
an] mining that indifferency, which may ob- 
er- lige rhe Conſciences of his Subjects to O- 
are bedience. For as in Meat and Drink, and 
re- Pleaſures, as alſo in giving and receiving, 
ere the moral Prudence of” a private Perſon by 
-w þ allowing unto himſeif a golden Mediocri- 
nd | ty, doth ſo far advance his natural and indiſ- 
Jj- | ferent Acts beyond their ſtate and native 
ire | Condition, that from thence they begin 
ad to be Acts of Vertues, to wit, of Tem- 
we Perance, and Liberality ; ſo a Perſon inveſted 
2 | with the publick Authority doth by his 


n- | politick Prudence in giving certain N 
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of Mcdiocrity to his Subjects concerning 
Things fre Hand of a middle Nature, fo 
advance thoſe Acts enjoyned in his Laws 


beyond the degree of their former State, 
that they now begin to be Acts of Vir- 


tues, to wit, of Obedience and Legal Ju- 
ice. 

XXIII. A Thing moſt plain, and 
which would have found no Adverſary; 
if ſo manifeſt a Truth had not preſtring- 
ed ſome Reformers of our Age, nay, and 
of our own Nation, who to make a way 
to that wild Reformation for which they 
fo much contended, had rather againſt 
common Senſe to rake away from the 
World all ind fferency, than to grant un- 
to the Magiſtrate any Power of determin- 
ing of Rites and Laws: Altogether like 
thar Macedonian who with his Sword 
did cut that Gordian knot aſunder, which 
by no Art he was able to untye. In this, 
es in many other Things, the true Diſci- 
pies of the old Stoicks, who aſſerted that 
there was nothing indifferent to a wiſe 
Man, but that he manageth all Things 
from the greateſt to the leaſt, and even 
to the paring of his Nails, with the high- 
eft point of Diſcretion : But they ſo took 
away this ind;fferency out of affairs with 
Words only, that at laſt being enforced 
to it by Reaſons of their Adverſaries, 
they in deeds did grant it, having m—— | 
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ed ſome frivolous Diſtinctions, more ho- 
neſtly to hide their Errors, that they 
might not ſeem to have erred at all. But 
there have been found ſome amongſt us, 
who have been ſo bold as to defend their 
odious and exploded Doctrine, in their 
publick Writings, and that more pertina- 
ciouſly than the Stoicks themſelves did 
heretofore. Two eſpecially, the one of 
them a Divine, a Man of ſome Account 
amongſt thoſe of his own Party, the o- 
ther a Lay-man, and one of the Peers of 
the Land, both of them now dead, with 


whom, becauſe I believe their Doctrine 


to be dead alſo, and not eaſily to be re- 
ceived into the belief of ſober Men, much 
leſs to find a Patron amongſt them, I 
think it not worth my Labour to inſiſt 
on the confutation of it. 
XXIV. I do receive therefore, as grant- 
ed, that there are Things and Actions in- 
different, at leaſt in their own Nature, 
and in the Species of them, which I be- 
lieve there is no Man ſo Stoicized that will 
deny; of which in reference to our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, this is next to be advertiſed, 
that an Act indifferent in its own Nature, 
that is, in reſpe& of the Matter or the. 
Object of it, if it be commanded by the 
Law, from good and lawful, doth become 


honeſt and neceſſary; and if it be forbidden 


by the Law, from good and lauful, it 
| N becomes 
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becomes evil, and anl.wful; which comes 
not to paſs by reaſon ot any Change made 
of the Thing it ſelf, (which whether it 
be commanded or forbidden, both phy- 
ſically, and morally, doth remain the fame 
as it was before; for there is no Reſpect 
that alters Nature) but proceedeth Fm 
that Obligation which the Law induceth: 
From whence it is, that being before, 
both in Mature and of i ſelf, io alſo in 
uſe and as to us, free unto both, the au- 
thority of the Law being added to it, it 
becomes in the uſe of it, and as to us, 
no longer free; but it is either neceſſary, 


er unlawful, according to the exigence of 
the Law. 


XXV. If it be demanded, ſee ng the 
Law appearerh to have an equal Power 
on either fide, how comes it to paſs, that 

the Law by forbidding an Act, can make 

it of being Good and lawful, ro become 
Evil and unlawiul; but the ſame Law, 
Cas heretofore we have denyed it) can- 
not by commanding an Act, make it from 
being Evil and unlawful, become Good 
and lawfu! ? I anſwer, the Reaſon of the 
Difference is molt Manifeſt, from that 
moſt known Axiome, Bonum ex cauſa 
integra, malum ex quolibet defectu; An 
Act therefore that is Evil in its own Spe- 
cies, and in the reſpect of the Object of 
it, muſt of neceſſity be always Evil; nei- 
1 ther 
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ther in any exerciſing of it, be the Cir- 


cumſtances what they will, may it be 


made Good, by reaſon of the defect of 


Goodneſs in the part of the Object, which 
defect is ſufficient to corrupt the whole 
Act: But an Act, Good in its own Kind, 
or at leaſt not Evil, if it be attended but 
with ſome one Circumſtance that is indi- 


rect, it becometh wholy vitious, by rea- 


ſon of the Defect of a due Rectitude in 
that Circumſtance. From whence ariſeth 


another Difference berwixr an affirmative, 


and a negative Human Law, or a Law com- 


manding, or forbidding; for a Law affir- 


mative doth not give any Goodneſi to the 
Act which it commandeth, if it be other- 
wiſe evil in any Part of it; but a Law 
negative doth contribute evilneſi to the 
Act which it forbiddeth, although it be 
otherwiſe Good in every part of it; or, 
which 1s the ſame again, a Humane Pre- 
cept affirmative doth. make that neceſſary 


which it finds to be Good, a humane Pre- 


cept negative doth make that unlawful 
which it found to be Good; both of them 


what they found evil, do leave it to be 


evil as they found it: Notwithſtanding 
both do oblige in their Manner and as to 
us; this, to the doing of that which by 


commanding is now made neceſſary, and 


| that to the not doing of that which by 


forbidding is now made unlawful. - 
85 P 2 XXVI. The 
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Of the OBLIGATION 
XXVII. The Seventh Doubt remaineth 
of Eccleſiaſtical Laws in Special. By 


Laws Eccleſiaſtical I do not underſtand 


thoſe Laws which are conſtituted by Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons, without the Authority 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, ( which Conſi- 
deration pertains not to this Cau'e, but to 
a Cauſe of another kind, to wit, the 
Cauſe efficient) but thoſe which, being 
made by any lawful Power, do treat of 
Eccleſiaſtical Things; for at this preſent 
we diſpute only of the material Cauſe. 
I have never heard of any, befides:thofe 
two above named, who denyed all Indit- 


ferency, or who would not grant to the 
political Magiſtrate ſome Power in things 


indiffcrent, merely political. But we meet 


every where with a great Number of In- 


novators, who would take from Men all 


| Power of making Rites and 'Ceremonies 
in the publick Worſhip of God, beſides 


thoſe which are preſcribed by Chriſt and 
his Diſciples in the Goſpel; but ſincere- 
ly I profeſs, that to give Satisfaction 
to my ſelf and others in this Particular, 
Having peruſed many Pooks written by 


many Authors, but eſpecially of our own. 


Nation, concerning this Subject; I find 
not any one, that can produce any juſt 


or any likely Reaſon of D ference, why 


rhere may not be a power of ordaining 


and determinating concerning things in- 


different, 
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different, as well in Caſes Eccleliaſtical - 


as Political : For the Arguments which 
are urged from Scandal and Chriſtian Li- 
berty, and other common places of the 
ſame Nature, do equally fight againſt the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of both Kinds, 
and do overthrow them both, or neither 
of them. Thoſe which are thought to 
carry a peculiar Force againſt Eccleſi- 
aſtical Laws -and Rites, are four, which 
as the time will permit, I will briefly, 
and orderly examine; they are derived 
1. From Chriſt the Lawgiver. 2. From the 
Perfection of the Scripture. 3. From the 
Narure of holy Worſhip. 4. From the Ex- 
ample of the ancient Church. 

XXVII. In the firſt place they ob- 
ject that of the Apoſtle James, 4. 12. 
There is one Lawgiver who dan ſave and 
- deſtroy. In the Reign of Elizabeth many, 
who were the Coriphei of that Diſcipli- 
nary Faction, did make very muchof this 
Argument as the Foundation of their whole 
Cauſe. They alleged char Chriſt was the 
the only Prince, and Legiflator of his 


Church; and the Laws which he made 


did oblige the Church to a perpetual Ob- 
ſervation of them, and that no other Laws 
ought to be admitted, nor any other 
Legi ſlator acknowledged; whoſoever ſhall 
preſume to make any other Laws, beſides 
thoſe which Chriſt made, ſhall act the 
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Of the OBEIGATION of 
Part of Anti-Chriſt, and declare himſelf 
a raſh Invader into the Office of Chriſt. 


We have diſcourſed on this place, and ex- 


pounded jt already as Occaſion did re- 
quire, eſpecially where it was to be pro- 
ved, that God only and his Chriſt did 


exerciſe an abſolute and a direct Com- 


mand on the Conſciences of Men: But 
that this hath no greater a place in Laws 
politick, than in eccleſiaſtick, he muſt 
needs be blind that doth not obſerve it. 
For why can the Obligation of humane 
Laws in Civil things, conſiſt with the le- 


giſlative Power of Chriſt alone, and why 
cannot there be the ſame Conſiſtence in 


Laws eccleſiaſtical? Who can diſcover 
or produce the leaſt Shadow of any Dif- 


ference from that Text. Be Chriſt the 


Law-giver of the Chriſtian Church, Is 
he not as well the Law-giver of the Chriſt- 
ian Common- wealth? But the Apoſtle 
in that place made not the leaſt Mention 


of the Church, nor inſtituted the leaſt 


Diſputation concerning things Eccleſiaſti- 
ca}, neither doth he treat there at all, of 
Political Laws or Rites, but af the Cen- 
ſures of Private Men. He would have 
the Faithful admoniſh'd to be mindful of 
Chriſtian Charity, and that they ſhould 


forbear from paſſing a raſh Judgment on 
their Brothers; for God was only the 


Judge of Conſciences, who alone _ 
| that 


Day ſhall judged. This is the true Scope 
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that Law by which every Man in the laſt 


of that Place; This is the Mind of the 
Apoſtle. What is here, Ipray you, that 
tendeth to the condemning of Humane 
Laws? or if to the condemning of them, 
why of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, more than 
Civil? Neither of which, either the one, 
or the other, are aſſerted by us, by them- 
ſelves and of their own Vurue, to _ 
the Conſcience. 

XXVIII. In the ſecond place they 
object the Perfection of the Holy Scrip- 
ture. This they ſay is the Rule both 
of Life and Manners, and which can 


make a Man of God wiſe to every good 


Work; to which if any Man ſhall add 
any thing of his own, he ſhall commit a 


moſt remarkable Treſpa s againſt God, 
and pull moſt heavy Puniſhments on him- 


ſelf. All this is moſt certain: But if the 


S Scripture, in all Conſiderations, be the ab- 


ſolute Rule of our Lives, and of all things 
whatſoever to be done; and (if we may 
believe theſe Stoicks) it extends to the 
ſl ghteſt things, inſomuch that it is not 
lawful to take up a Straw, unleſs it be by 
the preſcribed Word of God; vill it not 
ſuffice as well for the regulating of things 
Civil, as Eccleſiaſtical? or how can the 
Laws cf the Church derogate more ſiom 
the Perfection of the Scripture, than the 

Laws 
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thoſe outward Acts by which that in- 


Of the OBLIGATION of © 
Laws of the Common-wealth? or who 
1s he who rightly can ſay, that he hath 
added ſomething to the Word of God, 
who for Honeity and Order's fake, did 
make the Ecclclailical Laws ? ſeeing he 


propounded not his Laws unto the Peo- 


le as the Word of God, and God in 
is Word hath command d that all things 
in the Church ſhall be done honeſtly and 
. 
XXIX. In the third place they ob- 


| je the Nature of Worſhip, to wit, that 


the Worſhip of God is a thing ſacred, 
in which Worſhip all things are to be 
done by the Command of God, and all 


Humane Inventions are to be driven far 


away as ſuperſtitious, nay plainly idola- 


trous, and traditionary Rites. Indeed the 
Worſhip of God is a facred thing, nei- 
ther is it lawſul for Man to inſtitute 
any other Worſhip, beſides that which 
God hath ordained : But becauſe there 
is an Ambiguity in the Word, we are 
to diſtinguiſi of the Worſhip. of God, 
which is taken in a threefold Conſidera- 
tion: And firſt of all, the Worſhip of 
God properly ſo called, and rhe chieſeſt, 
is that inward Worſhip of the Mind, 
which conſiſteth in the Exerciſe of in- 
ward Virtues, as of Faith, Hope, Love, 
Invocation, Confidence, Sr. Secondly, 


ward 
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ward Worſhip of the Mind is partly ex- 


0 | ex- 

1 preſſed, and partly helped, and foſtered, | 

x ſuch as are publick Prayers, Singing of Pſalms, : | 

1 the Hearing of the Word, and the Partici- | | 

- ation of the Sacraments, &c. may reduci- | 

f bly, and leſs properly be called, and of- 5 

* tentimes are called the Worſhip of God, as | 

* they are the outward Teſtimonies and | 

1 Helps of that Worſhip, which fo proper- f 
ly is called. Thirdly, Seeing it is im- | 

. poſſible that any outward Action, eſ- 

it pecially if it be a folemn one, ſhould be 

, performed without ſome Circumſtances, 

e either more or leſs, of Time, Place, and 

ll Geſture : from whence it comes to paſs, 

that the very fame Circumſtances (which 

5 if eſtabliſned by Laws or Cuſtoms, are 

e called alſo Rites) do ſometimes receive 

. the Appellation of Worſhip, although 

te very improperly, and only for that Con- 

h comitancy which they have to that out- 


re ward Meats which it ſelf alſo is im- 
re properly called a Worſhip. | Ir is there - 
3, | fore to be affirmed, That the inward pri- 
4 mary Worſhip, and properly ſo called. 
of doth only ſo ackrowledge God to be the 
ſt, only Author of it, that it is not lawful 
d, for any Man either to inſtitute a new 
Worſhip, or being inſtituted by God, to 
exhibir it to any other, beſide God him- 
| ſelf. We ate to affirm alſo, That the out- 
* ward Worſhip, according to its ſubſtan- 
rd e tials, 
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to Order, 


the Canons, and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
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tials, is inſtituted only by God; but there 
is a far different Account to be made of 
the Circumſtances which are acceſſary to 
this outward Worſhip, and thoſe which 
do accompany it; if there be any who will 
honour them alſo with the Name of Wor- 
ſhip. For ſeeing that the outward Wor- 
ſhip of God cannot be performed with- 
out Circumſtances, and God in the Goſ- 
pel hath yor given any certain 3 
Circumftances perpetually to be obſer- 


ved in ſacred Aſſemblies, but only hath 


laid down ſome Generals as may conduce 


eſty, and Edification; it 
mult neceſſa low, that the Deter- 
mination of the ſaid Circumſtances, which 
are but Accidental to the Worſhip it ſelf, 


and mutable according to the reſpect of 


Times, Places, and Occaſions, muſt per- 
tain unto thoſe, who under Chriſt have 
a Right and Power of governing the 
Churches ; which that they may be im- 


poſed by thoſe, who in the ſeveral Church- 


es are inveſted with publick Authority, 
and being impoſed, may religiouſly be 
obſerved by all the Members of the faid 
Churches; the nature of Holy Worſhip 
doth not forbid, but Solemnity rather, 


and Decency doth require. We obſerve 


alſo, that even thoſe Men themſelves, who 
ſo lordly and bitterly do inveigh againſt 


tions 
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tions, yet as often as they pleaſe, do uſe 


thoſe Rites in the outward Worſhip of 


God no where preſcribed by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles ; as the lifting up of their Hands 
in the taking of an Oath, the uncovering 


of the Head in the Holy Conventions, 


and many other things, which becauſe 
we dayly obſerve to be done, it is un- 
neceffary_ to rehearſe them. 
XXX. In the fourth place, they ob- 
ject that Moſes, the pattern of the old, 
that is, of the Jewiſh Church, who was 
given by God to the People of the Jews 
to be their Lawgiver, did not only by 
his Law define the Subſtantials of the 
Jewiſh Worſhip, but according to that 


Fidelity which was in him, he omitted 


not the leaſt Circumſtances; and in build- 
ing the Tabernacle, which was to be a 
Type of the Chriſtian Church, he moſt 
cCompleatly and perfectly finiſhed all things 
according to the Idea of the Example 
which was propounded to him in the 


Mount: And now if Chriſt the Law- 


giver of the New Teſtament ſhould not 
have preſcribed all things, and every __ 
even to the leaſt Circumſtances, whic 

are to be performed in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Worſhip, it may juſtly be believed (to 
ſuſpe& which is near to Blaſphemy ) that 
he was leſs faithful in the Houſe of God, 
than Maſes; and thereupon there is a re- 
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remarkable Injury and Contumely done 


unto Chriſt, if any new Rites never in- 
Nituted by him, ſhould by human Autho- 


rity be brought into the Church, or be re- 


ceived by the Chriſtian common People. 
But they who do object theſe Things, 
ought in the firſt place to have conſider- 


ed, that by this Argument, all human 


Political Laws are no leſs everted than 
Eccleſiaſtical; for Moſes by the Com- 


mand ment of God did give unto the 
People of Hrael, a certain and a defined 


Law, not on'y of thoſe Rites which be- 


longed to the Worſhip of God, but alſo 


of thoſe Decrees, and Judgments, which 


belonged to the Adminiſtration of Civil 


Government. 


XXXI. In the ſecond place, it is a 


Wonder moreover, that they obſerved 
not, that by this Compariſon of that fi- 
delity which was in both Lawgivers, 


Moſes and Chriſt, that they could not 


more importunately have alledged any 


Thing that could bring a greater Damage 


to their own Cauſe, or more ſtrongly 
have confirmed ours: For, as from that, 
that Moſes both in rituals and judicial: 
did give many Laws unto the People of 
the ' ks we do truly collect, it was the 

of God, that the People of the Jews 


. 


ſhould be ſo reſtrained in their Duties 
under that Pædagogy, and Aeſaick Diſ- 
E cipline, 
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cipline, as under a Voak of ſervitude, ſo 


that very few Things ſhould be free un- 
to them; ſo from that alſo, that Chriſt 


the moſt faithful Interpreter of his Fa- 


ther's Will, did give unto the Chriſtian 
Church but a very few Laws of Cere- 
monies, we do truly collect that it is the 
Will of God, that the Magiſtrates and 
Chriſtian people, ſhould be permitted in 
thoſe Things to their own Liberty; ſo that 
is is now free for any private Man of his 
own accord ( no Command, or Pro- 
hibition of a Superior intervening) to do 
as ſhall ſeem in his own Judgement to 


be moſt expedient, and to the ſeveral 


Churches, and their Governours, to pre- 
ſcribe thoſe Things, which, according to 
the Condition of the Time and Place, 
ſhall ſeem to them to be moſt ſubſervi- 
ent to Order, Honeſty, Edification, and 
Peace. | . 

XXXII. Moreover, Thoſe who do 
make uſe of this Argument, ought in the 
third place to have conſidered, that un- 


deer that Pædagogy of Moſes, the Jews 


themſelves had not all the Liberty of 
Rites, in Things pertaining to theWor- 
ſhip of God, ſo taken away, that it was 
not lawful for them by their own Au- 
thority, to obſerve and to inſtitute thoſe 
Things, which it is manifeſt were never 
commanded either by God himſelf or by 

: Moſes 
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Moſes his Servant. Of many take theſe 
few Inſtances; Firſt, the ſolemn Feaſt of 
the Paſſover, which by the Law of Moſes 
was commanded ſhould be obſerved but 


ſeven days, was by a ſpecial Law of He- 


zekia's (who received a ſingular Teſti- 
mony of his Piety from God himſelf ) 
and by the conſent of the People, con- 
tinued ſeven days longer: The Hiſtory 
is extant 2 Chron. 30. Secondly, Eſther 
and Mordecai did inſtitute, that the Feaſt 


of Purim ſhould be yearly celebrated in 


Memory of that Deliverance, which God 
vouchſafed to the Nation of the Jews 
under Ahaſuerns King of the Perſians, 
Efther. 9. Thirdly, when AMoſes com- 
manded but one day only jn the Year 
to be obſerved in the ſeventh Month, for 


a fo'emn Faſt, the Kings and Magiſtrates | 
of that People (for what cauſes it is not 


known, but likely in the Remembrance 
of ſome remarkable Judgments of God) 


did by their own Authority inſtitute an- 


nual ſolemn Faſts; inſomuch, that in the 
Days of the laſt of the Prophets, there 
were four ſolemn Faſts kept every year, 
viz, three others beſides that of the ſe- 
venth Month, in the fourth, fifth, and 


renth Month; of all which mention is 


made, Zach. 8. 19. Fourthly, the Feaſt 
of the Dedication of the Altar, called 
Encænia, was inſtituted by the Aſamoni- 
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an, without any Command of God; 


The Hiſtory is to be read x Maccab. 4. 


59. And by the Judgment of the moſt 
and beſt Interpreters, Chriſt himſelf is 
thought, not only to have approved of it, 
but to have honoured it with Fi Preſence, 
Joh. 10. 20. Fifthly, we find it no 
where to be enjoyned by any Command= 


ment of God, that in ſolemn Faſts and 


penitential Mourning, they ſhould put 


on Sack-cloth, and ſtrew Aſhes on their 


Hair; but amongſt the Jews for ſome A- 


ges paſt, the long Cuſtom was fo receiv- 


ed, and ſo obtained the Force of a Law, 


that Chriſt himſelf did uſe that manner 


of Speech, as from the Cuſtom of that 


Nation, and ſhewed not the leaſt d ſlike of 


it; Matth. 11.21. Sixthly, it is mani- 


feſt by the Writings of the Rabbins, 


that it was the Manner alſo of the Jews 
before the Supper of the Paſſover, that 
the Maſter of the Family ſhould ſtoop 
ſo low, as to waſh the Feet of thoſe of 


his own houſhold ; which a'though com- 


manded by no Law of God, we find it 


to be obſerved by Chriſt, as it is mani- 
_ feſt in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, Joh. 13. 
Why ſhall J here number up the Syna- 


gogues every where builded in ſo many 


Cities, and Towns, for the Convenien- 


cy of ſacred Conventions, and many o- 


ther Things, a long Catalogue 9 
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"Ne; 3 If ſo many Things pertaining to the 
Worthip of God, were lawful for the 

Jews to alter, under that Yoik of ſevere 
Diſcipline; there can no probable Argu- 
Ent Ac derived from wel: 8 
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